Promote Participatory  Restoration of Ecosystem for the
UN Decade of 2021 – 2030
On 1st March 2019, the UN General Assembly declared 2021–2030 to be the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. It is also  aligning with the last decade of the Sustainable Development Goals to end poverty,  combat climate change and prevent  loss of biodiversity as quoted in the UN decade statement:  Ecosystems support all life on earth. The healthier our ecosystems are, the healthier the planet - and its people. It will succeed if everyone plays a part. 
The resolution of UN stresses the importance of the full involvement of all relevant stakeholders including women, children according to their evolving capacities, young people, older persons, persons with challenges, indigenous peoples and local communities, in the context of the Decade at all levels. 
The formal launching of the programme  is on  June 5, 2021 being the World Environment Day.  
We, the members of the Regional Support Group for Designation of International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists for 2026 (RISG-South Asia,NGOs, Organisations, Community groups, Volunteers and individuals) discussed during our webinars and in group meetings over the last more than 6 months and we, herewith, support the following action points to be considered by government and organisations to promote participatory Restoration of Ecosystem for the UN Decade 2021 – 2030 :
1. Traditional grass lands, common property resources are part of Rangeland ecosystem and are to be protected from further deteriorationand involve local communities in decision making process whenever such lands are diverted or encroached in the name of development. Restore these lands by seeding with indigenous flora including trees useful for domesticated and wild animals in addition to soil and water conservation programmes. Remove invasive species which encroached these lands. 
2. Promote and strengthen farming system approach integrated with crops, trees, livestock and biodiversity. Recognize traditional system of livestock keeping and role of pastoralistsfor their ecosystem services in the extensive production system. Their customary practices such as  grazing their animals in agriculture lands after harvest of crops and penning system,  migration to forest or mountain zone during monsoon or  cropping season or according to  seasons and their co-existence by symbiotic association with wild flora and faunaare considered and balanced forsocio-economicand ecological development. 
3. Promote natural  farming by reducing application of chemical inputs like nitrogenous fertilizer and pesticides and reduce pollution of soil, water and environment. Alternately   encourage organic preparations using livestock products like manure, herbal plants etc.
4. Involve local communities and document their traditional knowledge, innovations, customary governance while planning for restoring rangelands and local ecosystem viz. common lands (including ponds, tanks), forests, mountains, mangroves, grass lands and farm lands.
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