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IYRP Virtual Side Event at the HLPF 2021, June 6 – 15, New York

Proposed by the Government of Mongolia, in collaboration with the International Support Group (ISG) for the designation of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists. 

Title of side event:  Sustainable pastoralism and rangelands: impacts of COVID, and how not to leave them behind in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Thematic Focus: 

Integrity and productivity of ecosystem goods and services from rangelands are critical to the livelihoods of over half a billion people in over 100 countries worldwide. Pastoralists play a key role in the stewardship, conservation and sustainable management of these grassland and dryland systems that cover more than half of the earth’s land mass. Yet, an increasing number of environmental, socio-economic, and political threats and challenges have coalesced to jeopardize the integrity of rangelands and the security of these livelihoods. Addressing one is no longer an option. Addressing all can reap benefits in multiple crisis areas, including equitable development, climate change mitigation, and resilience and recovery from pandemics and natural disasters. 

There are many examples of innovative solutions for achieving sustainable pastoralism that generate benefits in all SDGs and even synergistically link several of them – see Figure 1. They are critical for alleviating extreme poverty among the pastoralist diaspora (SDG 1), achieving food security (SDG 2), vaccines and health services in reach of mobile and remote pastoralists (SDG 3), resilient local and regional economies and decent rural employment (SDG 8), reducing inequality within societies and between predominantly pastoralist countries and others (SDG 10), sustainable source of healthy meat and milk (SDG 12), net carbon sequestration from well-managed rangelands (SDG 13), better access to justice and protection of indigenous knowledge (SDG 16), and disaggregation of data for better monitoring and measuring progress towards sustainable pastoralism and achievement of the 2030 Agenda.  

Information about the impact of COVID-19 on pastoralists is only just emerging. In East Africa, it is reported that the low population densities common to pastoral areas could reduce COVID-19 transmissibility, but markets and population centers likely pose the highest risk to pastoralists. Thus, the COVID-19 response should focus on preventing transmission in these locations, while also protecting pastoral livelihoods from the secondary effects of disease control efforts, such as border closures[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Evan F. Griffith, Loupa Pius, Pablo Manzano & Christine C. Jost (2020). COVID-19 in pastoral contexts in the greater Horn of Africa: Implications and recommendations , PASTORALISM Volume 10, Article number: 22  
  https://pastoralismjournal.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13570-020-00178-x 

] 


In Mongolia, the prompt and effective messaging and communication by the Government showed pastoralists that they were part of the national effort to combat the disease. At the start of the pandemic, pastoralists diligently followed the Government’s guidance and restrictions. By the time of the study by the University of Oxford, no herder had gotten the disease[footnoteRef:2]. The closure of the border with China affected the marketing of cashmere, however, the school closures were in fact perceived positively by many families because children gained more knowledge of pastoralist traditions. Herders said that their natural ability for resilience to climate and environmental conditions helped them to overcome the risks and uncertainties of the pandemic as well.  [2:  Sternberg, T.,  B. Batbuyan , Bolor-Erdene Battsengel, Enkhbat Sainbayar (2021) Research report: Covid-19 resilience in Mongolian pastoralist communities, in  NOMADIC PEOPLES 25 (2021): 141–147 doi: 10.3197/np.2021.250117, Commission for Nomadic Peoples

] 


Pastoralists are not just victims but also a strong ally who may play a vital role regarding global challenges, including Covid-19 pandemic and climate change. In response to historical environmental and socioeconomic unpredictability, features of adaptability and flexibility have characterized the evolution of mobile pastoralism and form the basis of their socio-ecological resilience.

The proclamation of an International Year on Rangelands and Pastoralists in 2026 is expected to raise awareness of these issues worldwide, fill knowledge gaps, and spur a stronger momentum towards finding innovative solutions for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Programme of Virtual Side Event [exact day and time to be confirmed]

Note: the extend to which this Side Event will be fully streamlined or pre-recorded will depend on the COVID situation]

1) There will be 3-5 minute Statements from High Level Speakers, NGOs and Pastoralists. Assuming that some speakers can join in live, then a moderated panel discussion will be organized after the short Statements. 

List of potential speakers can include (all still to be contacted and confirmed): 

Governments:
· H.E. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia
· H.E. Mr. Mendsaikhan Zagdjav, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Light Industry of Mongolia 
· Ministers of Agriculture from several other countries (e.g. Ethiopia, India, Kenya, France, Hungary, Italy, Spain)

NGOs and Pastoralists:
· Joan Carling, Indigenous Peoples Major Groups for Sustainable Development 
· Anders Oskal, Secretary General of the Association of World Reindeer Herders and Executive Director of the International Centre for Reindeer Husbandry
· Pablo Frere, Director of Redes Chaco, Argentina
· Dr. Maria Fernandez-Gimenez, Colorado State University, USA 
· Hanwant Singh, Lokhit Pashu-Palik Sansthan (LPPS), India 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CELEP analysis of COVID-19 and pastoralists

UN and International Agencies:
· Dr. Jimmy Smith, ILRI Director General 
· Inger Andersen, Executive Director UNEP 
· Ibrahim Thiaw, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD 
· Badi Besbes, Chief, Animal Genetics Resource Branch and Livestock Production Systems Branch, FAO 
· Pradeep Kurukulasuriya, Director, Natural Resources, UNDP 

2) There will be a link to several short movies and documentaries, selected from the IYRP Website that will run parallel to the statements and on demand, for example: 

· French Member of Parliament, Michele Rivazi
· Damon Miri Anderson, Bunya Peoples' Aboriginal Rangers Corporation, Australia Testimony from IYRP website
· Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, Coordinator of the Association des Femmes Peules et Peuples Autochtones du Tchad (AFPAT – Association of Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad) Testimony from IYRP Website
· National Association of Pasture Users of Kyrgyzstan Testimony from IYRP Website
· Sadia Musse Ahmed, PENHA Country Representative for Somaliland/Somalia, Testimony from IYRP website on the role of women in pastoralism
· Nico Schwartz, a communal shepherd in Namaqualand, South Africa Testimony from IYRP website
· Ibrahim al Masarda, pastoralist from Jordan Testimony from IYRP website


3) There will be a moderated/facilitated Chat section, for all delegates to ask questions and offer comments, or links to blogs etc.  All such comments will be recorded into a final report for wider distribution through the IYRP website. 

Organizers and contact person:

The Side Event will be organized by the ISG and the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Light Industry of the Government of Mongolia, in collaboration with the Indigenous Peoples Major Groups for Sustainable Development (IPMG), and partners from the ISG.  


Figure 1: Integrated approach to seeking solutions for sustainable pastoralism [adapted from Niamir-Fuller and Huber-Sannwald, 2019. With permission]
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