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Background
A web-site is being set up to promote the proposed International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP). The Mongolian Government proposed the International Year which is being supported by many organisations around the world – governments in Africa and the Middle East as well as research and pastoralist organisations. We are gathering more letters of support to go the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) before the decision about the year is made in late September 2020. 

Over 80% of the area of Australia is classified rangelands. Rangelands are where livestock “range”, extensive grazing lands in the dryland areas of the world. Rangelands are synonymous with our ‘Outback’ in Australia. The economic contribution of the Outback is substantial., as these are important for cattle and sheep production as well as mining and tourism. An IYRP will highlight the values of rangelands and the people who live there, and is very likely to attract investments funds. 

Please help
To promote Australia rangelands we would like a few testimonial video clips which highlight the importance and values of these areas. 

The video clips: 
· need to be 60–90 seconds long preferably, definitely less than 2 minutes,
· use a video camera or a good-quality smartphone,
· uploaded onto Youtube, and send me the link,
· please send me the video clips by Friday 11 September at the latest.

Who can participate:
· a male producer / pastoralist / grazier / farmer) i.e. cattle or sheep man
· a female producer 
· young producer (under 30)
· scientist or local policy-maker (i.e. local government, state government)
· agricultural business person, specifically linked to the rangelands / outback
· Indigenous land custodian

Topics:
Cattle/sheep producers could say something about their personal feelings regarding the importance of rangelands and/or livestock and/or pastoral life and culture. Others could talk about the importance of rangelands and pastoralism and perhaps even mentioning why it would be important to have an IYRP. 
Please choose one of the 4 questions below and tell us what you think on a very short video! 

1. What do you love about the area where you live; or about your property/station? Describe your special place to someone who has never been there, and probably never been to Australia
· What can you see?
· What can you hear?
· What can you feel? (hot/cold; windy; etc)
· What makes you go back there?
2. Describe a day in life on your property — perhaps the best day or the worst day or a funny episode on the property. What happened, what makes it so memorable?
3. Why are rangelands important to you, your region, state or to Australia?

PERHAPS ADD: 
I support the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists. 
Why do you think an International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists could be useful? 
