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Title of Concurrent Panel:  Action Plan for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP)

The UN FAO is expected to approve the designation of an IYRP during its Committee of Agriculture conference in October 2020. It will likely be designated for the year 2026. The Government of Mongolia, with support from many other countries (Kenya, Ethiopia, etc) has taken the lead in proposing this designation (attached). 

The principle objective of an IYRP is to raise worldwide awareness and propel action on the importance of rangelands, grasslands and pastoralism for global food security and environmental services. It will call for enlightened policies in both developed and developing countries for sustainable management and restoration of rangelands and grasslands, for improved perception of the values and rights of pastoralists, and for fostering innovation towards sustainability. It will enhance governments’ awareness and capacities to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals in drylands, mountainous and arctic areas.

During the Joint Congress, the IYRP Partnership will meet as a Working Group on the sidelines to build consensus on an Action Plan for implementing the International Year, drawing upon work already undertaken (attached). It will set out concrete and voluntary guidelines (verifiable objectives, thematic foci) for countries and stakeholders, and fundraising strategies and commitments. 

The main objective of the Concurrent Panel is to engage the international scientific community to peer review and officially endorse the proposed IYRP Action Plan. This Panel is directly relevant to all sub-themes of the Joint Congress. 

During the first half of the Panel, oral presentations will describe the IYRP and its proposed Action Plan from the perspectives of different stakeholders. The second half of the Panel will be a moderated debate with the audience on the merits of the Action Plan and review of a draft Resolution for approval by the Resolutions Committee. 

The expected oral presentations are:

1. “Proposed IYRP Action Plan and draft Resolution” – Dr. James O’Rourke, Chair ICC of IRC (jorourke@csc.edu)

2. “IYRP Action Plan’s priorities for raising awareness among governments, business community, conservationists, pastoralists, scientists, and others” – Dr. Ann Waters-Bayer, Agrecol Association, Germany (Waters-bayer@web.de)

3. “Benefits of the IYRP Action Plan for sustainable development and challenges for implementing it”:

a. The case of Mongolia – Tungalag Ulambayar, Country Director, Zoological Society of London, Mongolia  (tungaa.sg@gmail.com) 

b. The case of Kenya – Ernest Mbogo (Deputy Director, State Department for Livestock , Rangelands Resources Development, Kenya (tbc) (ernestmbogo@gmail.com) 

c. The case of Iran – Dr. Hossein Badripour (Member of High Council, Forests Rangelands and Watershed Management Organization, Iran badripour@yahoo.com)

d. The case of West Africa – (tbc)

e. The case of Mexico - Dr. Elisabeth Huber-Saanwald, Investigadora Titular C, División de Ciencias Ambientales, Instituto Potosino de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica, Mexico (ehs@ipicyt.edu.mex)

f. The case of Argentina - Pablo Frere, Red Pastoramericas, (tbc)(pablofrere@gmail.com)

g. The case of Europe – Fernando Garcia, European Shepherds Network (tbc)(fernandogd@campoadentro.es)

h. [bookmark: _GoBack]The case of North America – Dr. Barry Irving, Former President of SRM and Professor University of Alberta, Canada (birving@ualberta.ca)

4. “Value of the IYRP and its Action Plan for enhancing research and scientific enquiry” - Dr. Fiona Flintan, ILRI Senior Scientist-Rangelands Governance, and Coordinator of ILC Rangelands Initiative-Global Component (f.flintan@cgiar.org)
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