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Mr Qu Dongyu

FAO Director General

July 26th, 2019
Dear Mr Qu Dongyu,
Please accept respectful greetings from the World CSO Coordination Committee for the UNDFF (WCC) and our hearty congratulations on your election as the new Director-General of the FAO at the 41st session of the FAO Conference. We wish you every success in achieving the laudable objectives set by the Organization.
The WCC is a Committee that was established by civil society to engage in dialogue and provide orientations for actions during the International Year of Family Farming 2014. After the successful celebration of the IYFF 2014, the WCC continued to provide orientation for the campaign towards the Declaration by the United Nations Decade of Family Farming 2019-2028 (UNDFF), and now in the implementation of the UNDFF. For more information see Annex 1.
The WCC comprises a very significant number of farmer organizations and civil society organizations from various regions across the world which take action for the benefit of family farmers. Those organizations drove the process of having the United Nations Decade of Family Farming (UNDFF) declared by the 72nd session of the UN General Assembly in December 2017 “to serve as a framework for countries to develop public policies and investments to support Family Farming, and contribute to the achievement of the SDGs by addressing Family Farming from a holistic perspective and including rural poverty eradication in all its forms and dimensions”.
The United Nations Resolution was led by the Government of Costa Rica and received the support of 104 governments, a clear demonstration of the immense support enjoyed by the initiative of promoting Family Farming. We are particularly pleased that the Chinese Government supports this global initiative. 
The Decade of Family Farming offers a tremendous opportunity to work together to ensure that Family Farming is understood and recognized for its social, economic, environmental and cultural value, to ensure that family farmers are at the forefront of programmes to combat hunger and poverty, and to advance sustainable food production, rural employment, income generation and environmental management of rural and marine areas and their biodiversity. We will thus contribute to building a better future for our rural areas and also for our cities, and will certainly respond to the major challenges facing Family Farming.
We are convinced that under your stewardship, major advances will continue to be made by FAO on this issue. In this respect, we will be honoured   to collaborate with FAO to ensure that the UNDFF proves to be an important tool at the service of family farmers.
Next October the WCC intends to meet in Rome during the annual session of the CFS (CFS 46). In this connection, may we request a meeting with you to convey our congratulations and to discuss the work we are involved in alongside the FAO to achieve a better and more dignified livelihood for farmers, both women and men?
We should be extremely grateful if you could suggest a suitable date.
Respectfully yours,
World CSO Coordination Committee for the UNDFF
Annex 1. The World CSO Coordination Committee for the UNDFF
The World CSO Coordination Committee for the UNDFF comprises the following organizations:
Africa:
Network of Farmers’ and Producers’ Organisations of West Africa - ROPPA
Pan-African Farmers' Organization - PAFO
Regional Platform for Farmers’ Organisations in Central Africa - PROPAC
Inades Formation International
National Committee for Family Farming of Madagascar
America:
Confederation of Family Farming Organisations in Mercosur - COPROFAM
Red Latinoamericana de Comercialización Comunitaria - RELACC
Regional Rural Dialogue Programme for Central America and the Dominican Republic - PDRR
National Committee for Family Farming of Costa Rica
Asia and Oceania:
Asian Farmers’ Association - AFA
AsiaDHRRA, Asia
Self Employment Association - SEWA, India
Young Farmers of New Zealand
National Committee on Family Farming of Nepal
Europe:
Actuar, Portugal
Union of Small farmers in Spain - UPA
French farmers and International Development - AFDI
International:
OXFAM International 
IFOAM Organics International
Action Aid International
World Rural Forum - WRF
Representative of Rural Women
Representative of Rural Youth
Observer member:
Support Group of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP)
Annex 2. Family Farming definition

The document Titled “the future of family farming in the context of the 2030 Agenda”, produced by FAO and IFAD in the framework of the UNDFF, includes the following information referring to the definition of family farming
There is no single definition of family farming. Multiple definitions exist in the literature and at country level. Common key elements of definitions include: ownership and management of the farm is carried out at the family level, the family lives on the farm, and the farm relies predominantly on family labour. The concept agreed upon in 2014 by the International Steering Committee of the IYFF states that family farming: “is a means of organizing agricultural, forestry, fisheries, pastoral and aquaculture production which is managed and operated by a family and predominantly reliant on family labor, including both women’s and men’s. The family and the farm are linked, co-evolve and combine economic, environmental, reproductive, social and cultural functions". It is important to bear in mind the vast diversity that exists within the concept of family farming, for example in terms of: land size; productive sectors;
 asset base; access to infrastructure and services; proximity and access to markets; degrees of commercialization; types of markets engaged in; degree of specialization within farming activities at the household level. These factors all influence the types of strategies and approaches adopted by family farmers and their economic, social and environmental outcomes. 

� May include: agriculture; forestry; fisheries; aquaculture or pastoralism.
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