
		


Terms of Reference

Steering Committee for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists

A growing worldwide network acknowledges that the condition and productivity of the world’s rangelands and grasslands are critical to a sustainable future for people everywhere.  Unhealthy and unproductive rangelands and grasslands destabilize countries, endanger national security, compromise economic productivity, and rob our youngest generation of opportunities for a prosperous future.  To increase knowledge and understanding about these unique ecosystems and the people who rely on them, there is a call to gain a United Nations resolution to designate 2020 as an International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP).

Objective

The Steering Committee is expected to lead a coordinated process to achieve the designation of an IYRP by the United Nations General Assembly. 

Deliverables

The Steering Committee is expected to:

· Support a country, or countries, to draft a resolution to submit to the United National General Assembly (UNGA) in New York
· Support countries to build up support for such a designation through the assemblies of UN agencies, such as FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN). UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) and IFAD (International Fund for Agricultural Development)
· Galvanize the larger partnership for ample country-level support and preferably multi-sector support from relevant ministries, civil society, etc.
· Raise visibility for a global effort towards the IYRP
· Galvanize support and foster activities that would fall within the year, including engaging with outreach efforts and leveraging additional resources
· Regularly review the impacts of the activities it helps to organize or undertake, including monitoring “hits” on network websites, number of UN resolutions passed related to the IYRP, and obtaining views of pastoralists. 

Means of Operation

In the absence of a designated central budget for this effort, each member of the Steering Committee is expected to help mobilize and leverage resources necessary to carry out all activities agreed upon. 
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