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Middle East and North Africa IYRP Support Group (RISG)

9th December 2020.

Time: 9-10 AM New York time

Participants: 
Maryam Niamir-Fuller (ISG Vice- Chair); Mounir Louhaichi (ICARDA); Sawsan Hassan (ICARDA); Mina Esteqamat (Iran); Lina Sarkis (Lebanon); Soufiane Msou (Morocco); Nahid Naghizadeh (Iran); Ali Ariapour (Iran); Hossein Badripour (Iran), Said Fagouri (Morocco )
Platfom used for the meeting: Microsoft Teams meeting
The agenda of the meeting was as follows:

1. Getting to know each other - round-the-mike introductions;

2. Maryam Niamir-Fuller presents the overall goals and strategies, history, etc. to bring everyone up to speed; discuss composition of RISG; Q&A;

3. Selection of Chair of the RISG and its representative in the ISG (could be the same person);

4. Selection of a representative for the Global IYRP Communications Team;

5. Adapting the "IYRP 12 Monthly Themes” to regional priorities;

6. Brainstorming/strategizing on priority next steps; assigning tasks; agreement on next meeting.

Meeting Discussion
After introduction of the participants, Maryam Niamir-Fuller delivered a presentation titled “IYRP initiative: where does it come from and where are we going?“ highlighting:

· Importance of rangeland and pastoralists and the need for an international year for it and the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists;
· Milestone passed on long road to IYRP;
· Process for approval as United Nations International Year;
· Regional IYRP Support Groups (RISGs);
· Immediate action = Self-organization of RISGs;
· Priority actions: ISG and RISGs generate more support for IYRP;
· Countries that supported IYRP at COAG;

· Generate support among non-governmental partners;

· Prepare monthly themes in each region.

She mentioned that some days ago, FAO council approved the decision of FAO COAG decision and submitted the IYRP proposal to FAO Conference which be held in July 2021. FAO as the Technical Body of UN will hopefuly submit the need for an International Year to United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

During the September 2020 COAG meeting, 150 organizations and 50 countries have shown their support of the initiative of IYRP but in comparison with 198 country members to UN, it means that we need more support from governments. One other critical issue is that so far, Ministry of Agriculture of the countries have shown their support and we are not sure if Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the member countries will support the initiative or not. As you know, authorities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will be those who will vote for IYRP in the General Assembly, which will be held next September. It means that we need to go beyond the Ministries of Agriculture.
We noticed 

Other points that were raised during the meeting:
· We have 5 years to 2016, we need to plan activities such as research projects to fill the gaps such as develop rangeland maps for the region;
· We need to be in contact with SDGs active societies;

· institutions active working in the field of SDGs;

· UN Decade of Family Farming (2019–28) and UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021–30) are good platforms to take benefit for IYRP;

· 12 themes for 12 months of the years have been named, but they can be modified if anything is lacking;

· In May 2021, there will be an International Rangeland Management conference in Iran that IYRP can be included in the conclusion and circulated at the country level to attract the attention and support to IYRP;
· A Global flyer, about the IYRP, has been developed. Each region or country can use it or even develop a flyer that suits for them;
· At the country level, in addition to the Ministry of Agriculture, other stakeholders should be involved;

· IYRP Communication and advocacy strategy should be developed  at the regional and national level;
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs should be informed and its support from IYRP should be ensured;

· Establishment of IYRP National committees is a good idea;

· Even though, language barrier is a critical issue but it is too late and it is not a bottle neck so there is no need to split the MENA RISG;

· Countries can join two groups if they wish as Mexico did;

· There are lots of things about rangelands that by 2026, should be addressed such as rangeland map, institutions, etc.;
· Rangelands need something like United Nations Forum on Forestry (UNFF); IYRP to some extent will be a platform to work on standardization and approaches in the area of rangeland and pastoralism;
· 4 pages regional report has been prepared but it can be extended to around 15 pages to depict the region better and published in another journal;
Decision:
· Hossein Badripour selected as the Chair of the MENA RISG;

Agenda for the next meeting:
· A need for regional and each country communication and advocacy; including designating someone from the RISG with expertise in media to be the Communications Representative to the ISG Communications Team
· Composition of groups/ language barrier;

· Invitation to International Rangeland Management Conference in May 2021 in Iran and how to support IYRP in that conference as a bridge to both the FAO Conference and the UNGA;

· Peer review of the Regional paper for IRC/IGC;

· Review of Global flyer to make it useful for communication document for countries;
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