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[bookmark: _Hlk132970951]Executive summary for policymakers and UNCCD parties
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has designated IYRP 2026 to raise awareness and promote sustainable rangeland management (SRM) and improve the lives of pastoralists. Member States are called upon to invest in SRM, restore degraded land, improve market access, enhance livestock extension services, and fill knowledge gaps on rangelands and pastoralism. This paper summarizes a comprehensive science review made by a team of experts from the IYRP International Support Group (a coalition of more than 320 organizations worldwide) to address issues related to rangeland, pastoralism and Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN). 
Pastoralism is a specifically adapted use of rangelands and provides valuable ecosystem services, including seed dispersal, landscape shaping and biodiversity structuring. Over two billion people depend directly or indirectly on pastoralism for their livelihoods. Rangelands provide high-quality food and other animal products and are home to many endangered wildlife species. Pastoralism is not only a traditional adaptation to climatically variable and uncertain environments but also the most promising management solution for rangelands.
Challenges
Currently the main threats are the conversion of rangelands to other land uses, and degradation of remaining rangelands. In many countries, rangeland users face productivity loss, water scarcity, land-use conflicts, poverty, displacement and sedentarization as a result of both anthropogenic pressures and climatic stressors. The major drivers of these threats are governance and institutional weaknesses, knowledge and technology gaps, neglect of rangelands in development policies and underinvestment in restoration actions. In some countries, other threats such as mining and poorly planned large-scale renewable energy interventions have negative impacts on the pastoralists’ livelihoods and access rights as well as rangeland health. Policies prioritizing the industrialized livestock sector undermine other production systems like sustainable pastoralism and contribute to negative environmental impacts. A lack of appreciation of pastoralism as a viable sustainable solution has marginalized rangelands and their caretakers, who remain overlooked in the international agenda. Rangelands and the people who manage them face this scenario together, as part of a threatened land management system whose services are critical for the whole planet and society. 
Shifting the perspective
Despite these significant concerns, there have been successful innovative policies and best-practice actions. The sustainability of agricultural production and land management requires a shift toward considering people and agriculture as part of a healthy environment and working with nature. Rangelands, occupying more than 54% of terrestrial land, have an unfulfilled role in national and global commitments towards LDN, mitigating climate change and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Urgent call to action
The International Support Group for IYRP 2026 calls on the Parties of UNCCD to consider eight priority actions to adopt a COP decision that address the challenges that rangelands and pastoralists are facing.Stop indiscriminate rangeland conversion

The indiscriminate conversion of rangelands to cropland, forests, infrastructure or human settlements, and poorly planned large-scale tree planting have negative consequences on rangeland productivity, ecosystem services and their role in mitigating climate change. A UNCCD COP decision could invite Parties to halt indiscriminate rangeland conversion practices until appropriate legislation and monitoring are put into effect. 
Grazing by migratory, wild and domesticated herbivores is an integral element of the world's rangeland ecosystems. The UNCCD Parties could recognize the importance of pastoral mobility as a nature-based solution for sustainably managing and restoring rangelands while improving the soil fertility of crop lands. This could include implementing flexible and secure land-tenure systems, well-planned and provisioned corridors and waterpoints for transhumance. 
Recognize importance of pastoral mobility

The decision could also encourage UNCCD Parties to include rangelands restoration and sustainable pastoralism in their LDN targets and to accelerate the implementation of the LDN targets. Those Parties that have not done so could set LDN targets to avoid, reduce and reverse rangeland degradation and promote sustainable range management and pastoralism.Commit LDN targets to rangelands and pastoralism

Best practices for restoring rangelands are available and not costly, especially if they can use traditional rotational movement, transhumance of livestock and other innovative and adapted SRM practices. The COP decision could propose to increase equitable investment in sustainable rangeland restoration and management, including by calling on the LDN Fund to increase its support to rangelands and pastoralist projects by 30% by 2026, the year of the IYRP.Increase rangeland and pastoral projects under the LDN Fund by 30%

Incorporating pastoralists into decision-making about sustainable use and management of rangelands and ensuring well-defined legal and customary tenure rights would improve the health of rangelands and secure sustainable livelihoods. UNCCD Parties could consider adopting participatory governance practices that recognize pastoralists at the heart of stewardship and care for rangelands. Building on traditional knowledge, innovations and facilitating participation of marginalized groups such as women, youth, elders and indigenous peoples, are critical factors for equity, just governance and enhanced SRM.Strengthen participatory land governance and equity

Economic policies that harm rangelands and pastoralists need to be reassessed. Permanent subsidies for supplemental feed that result in rangeland degradation should be replaced with alternative solutions, such as risk-management and livestock-insurance systems. Best practices should be adopted, such as mobile abattoirs, lifting market barriers and encouraging animal diversity, good health and local adapted breeds, supporting decentralized and small-scale renewable energy access, legal frameworks for organic certification of pastoral products, and applying true-cost accounting to all economic models.Develop beneficial, innovative economic policies and technologies

SRM practices that adopt integrated objectives, such as silvo-pastoral systems, wildlife/ livestock systems and herd diversification, can achieve multiple sustainability benefits through multifunctional land use. The UNCCD Parties could promote integrated policies that recognize the multifunctionality of land and leverage sustainable rangeland systems.Promote integrated, multifunctional SRM practices

There are significant knowledge gaps that hamper policymakers, and other actors. Participatory research, co-creation of knowledge, monitoring, evaluation and modeling for scenario building to boost participatory impact assessments, and strategic planning can help determine and verify global statistics, assess on- and off-site impacts of different land-management practices, and identify, map and monitor changes in land use and management practices. The UNCCD COP could request the LDN Fund to earmark 25% of its funding to knowledge sharing, awareness raising, evidence-based decision support and capacity building of land users and decision makers.Earmark 25% of the LDN Fund for knowledge and capacity building

Seizing the moment
The IYRP 2026 offers an excellent opportunity for Member States and other parties to enhance the momentum for achieving the SDGs. A decision on rangelands can be a game-changing solution for millions of pastoralists and ensure a healthy planet.
Dated: May 2023
The full IYRP Science Review can be accessed here : 
For more information, fact sheets and supporting materials, please go to: https://iyrp.info
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