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Long questionnaire for Indigenous and non-Indigenous experts – 
Collective Paper: Indigenous Peoples’ mobile livelihoods and collective rights to their territories, lands, waters, and natural resources

Background
In 2021, the Global-Hub on Indigenous Peoples’ Food Systems[footnoteRef:1], Indigenous and non-Indigenous experts worked together to translate oral knowledge on Indigenous Peoples’ food systems in a way that could be understood by non-Indigenous experts, and influence policy discussions in the frame of the UN food Systems Summit. The White/Wiphala paper on Indigenous Peoples’ Food Systems is the result of this collective effort, gathering 60 Indigenous and non-Indigenous contributions from 6 socio-cultural regions [1:  The Global-Hub is a space of co-creation of knowledge together with Indigenous Peoples, Universities, research centers and the UN. It aims at highlighting the sustainability and resilience of Indigenous Peoples’ food systems and generate evidence to influence policy discussion towards better recognition, protection, and promotion of Indigenous Peoples’ food systems. The Global-Hub counts 20 members and is hosted at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). ] 

Thanks to this White/Wiphala paper, the Scientific group of the UN Food Systems Summit recognized for the first time the game-changer nature of Indigenous Peoples’ food systems and the validity of their oral knowledge. In addition, the paper was pivotal in the establishment of a Coalition on Indigenous Peoples’ food systems in the frame of the UN food Systems Summit, created under the lead of Indigenous leaders and with the support of Members countries willing to work with Indigenous Peoples, together with FAO and other key UN Organizations.
The White/Wiphala paper highlighted the critical importance of Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights to lands, waters, territories and natural resources to sustain their food systems. The recent reports of IPBES, IPCC and UNCCD have also highlighted the importance of Indigenous Peoples and their Collective rights for conservation, climate change and reversing ecological degradation.
Despite the fact that Indigenous Peoples, their collective rights, traditional knowledge and livelihoods are recognized as key for biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation strategies, their territories and natural resources remain under continuous pressure from external actors, conservation policies and extractive industries. Given the scale of threats to Indigenous Rights over collective lands, territories and resources and therefore their food systems, a new White/Wiphala Paper by Indigenous Peoples and the Global-Hub to characterize the importance of collective rights of Indigenous Peoples has become urgent. The Paper will seek to influence the debates within the forthcoming Committee on World Food Security (CFS), and the COP 27 of the UNFCCC.
The Global-Hub on Indigenous Peoples’ Food Systems would like to receive your contributions and experience as an Indigenous or non-Indigenous expert on Indigenous Peoples’ mobile livelihoods and collective rights to lands, waters, territories and natural resources. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your contributions will be fundamental to develop this new White/Wiphala paper on Indigenous Peoples' mobile livelihoods and collective rights to lands, territories, waters and natural resources, and frame the message that Indigenous Peoples and allies want to bring to the world on the importance of guaranteeing them.
The new White/Wiphala paper will build on the main characteristics of Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights, giving evidence on what makes them different from other type of collective rights, and why these tenure systems are key, not only for Indigenous Peoples but for sustainable food systems, biodiversity conservation, and climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
The compilation of your contributions will follow the same methodology than for the White/Wiphala paper on Indigenous Peoples’ food systems (see Annex 1).   

	1. General considerations for your contribution: 
· If you are an Indigenous person, please respond from the perspective of your community. Otherwise, please adapt the following questions from your own experience working with Indigenous Peoples at national, regional or international scale. 
· Provide as many details and evidence as possible for each question 
· Be precise and provide data, figures and relevant case studies and experiences.
· Provide bibliographic references, or references to specific Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge systems and the source of the knowledge (oral communication, songs, etc.) 
· In sharing oral stories and traditional knowledge, please ensure that the information is appropriate to share in the context of the paper, following Indigenous protocols and respecting Free Prior and Informed consent, and intellectual property.

The paper will acknowledge and credit all contributors. To do so, please provide the following information: 

· Name of all persons and titles of the contributors as you would like to see written in the contributors’ list. Make sure that you have their consent to be credited.
· Logo of your organization if relevant
· Affiliation to Indigenous People,  organization, community, country, sociocultural region
· Indicate whether your contribution is individual (expert) or collective (group, tribe, youth, women, elders, community, etc.)
· Any relevant picture to illustrate your contribution, including credits (name, date, place of the photo and organization of the photographer)

Send all your inputs before 29 August 2022 to Indigenous-peoples@fao.org  




Overview on the status of Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure in your country

i) Are Indigenous Peoples formally recognized in your country (or in the countries you work in)? What is the form of recognition? 

ii) How the recognition of Indigenous Peoples impact the formal status of “Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights to land, territories and natural resources”?

Global Instruments addressing Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure 
The section reviews the different global instruments that address Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights, such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the International Labour Organization Convention No. 169 on Indigenous and tribal peoples, the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (VGGT), Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines), recommendations of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), among others and analyze their efficacy.

iii) Do you have knowledge of whether international instruments such as the UNDRIP, ILO Convention 169, the VGGT and the SSF Guidelines, and the judgements of the regional Human Rights Courts have contributed in the preservation and realization of collective rights, either in your community or in the communities that you work with? Please provide details, including concrete examples from community.

iv) What are the major barriers to the efficacy of these tools? Please provide details, including concrete examples from your community (or the communities you work with).

Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure 
The section aims to provide elements of definition of Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights to land, water, territories, and natural resources, and highlight the broad understanding of collective rights. 

v) What are the main characteristics of the Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights to land, territories, waters and natural resources? (i) in general; (ii) in your country; (iii) in your territory. 

Further details on the status of Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure 
The section aims to give an overview of the recognition of Indigenous Peoples and their collective rights to land, territories and natural resources and explore its impacts on Indigenous Peoples’ livelihoods and well-being. 

vi) [bookmark: _30j0zll]What is the legal framework (national laws and policies, if existing) in your country related to Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights? Do you consider that it guarantees your collective rights? Yes, no, why? 

vii) How were Indigenous Peoples involved in the design of the legal framework?

viii) How does the current legal framework in your country related to Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights affect you and your community (positively and/or negatively)? Please provide details 

Key role of Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure in the global agenda 
The purpose of this section is mainly advocative, and aims to highlight the various positive implications of collective rights, territorial management, Indigenous women and Indigenous youth in food security, biodiversity conservation, climate change mitigation and adaptation, and combat of desertification. 

ix) Is your community, fishers/ nomadic/ shifting cultivators/ hunters/ gatherers, …? Provide an overview of the main food generation activities in the community.

x) What are the communal/collective resources that you manage collectively in your territory (for instance forests, shifting cultivation areas, pastures, rivers)? 

xi) How the community organizes itself to manage the resource collectively? In particular, who in the community manage the different natural resources? Please provide details and concrete examples.

xii) Do you practice any mobile or nomadic activity collectively using the communal resources in your territory? Could you describe how your management practices are linked to the ecosystem, and how do they relate to your collective rights?  

xiii) What is the relation between 1) keeping your own Indigenous governance system, 2) exercising your collective rights to land, territories, waters, and natural resources, and the preservation of your food and knowledge systems? 

xiv) What are the positive impacts 1) and 2) have on biodiversity conservation and resilience of your food system?  Please provide concrete examples from your community.
xv) How has your collective tenure system changed over time? How has it affected or helped to the biodiversity conservation, the climate resilience and the capacity to generate food? Please provide details.

Specific questions addressed to Indigenous women and Indigenous youth 

xvi) As an Indigenous woman, describe how you engage in the collective tenure system (i.e. access to land, waters, territories and natural resources) and governance system in your community? 

xvii) Could your participation, role and voice be strengthened? If yes, please provide concrete suggestions. 

xviii) Do you consider that Indigenous women face specific challenges due to the violation of the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples? Please explain and provide examples.
xix) As an Indigenous youth, describe how you engage in the collective tenure system (i.e. access to land, water, territories and natural resources) and governance system in your community. 

xx) Could you describe how being able to exercise your rights to collective tenure systems help you with the biodiversity conservation, the climate resilience and the capacity to generate food in your territory? 

xxi) Could your participation, role and voice be strengthened? If yes, please provide concrete suggestions. 

Threats to Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights and Tenure
The purpose of this section is to bring to the attention of the readers the threats that Indigenous Peoples are facing in the enjoyment of their collective rights and what are the risks linked not to recognize and protect those.

xxii) [bookmark: _1fob9te]What are the main threats and challenges faced by your community regarding your collective rights to land, water, territories and nature resources in your country (or in the country you work in)? Please provide details. What is the role of conservation policy and protected areas, as well as economic development? 

xxiii) Do you think that formalization, regularization and/or documentation of Indigenous Peoples collective rights over land, water, territories and natural resources would help advancing your possibly to enact your collective tenure rights? Yes, no, why? Please provide details.  

xxiv) Would the same process of formalization, regularization and/or documentation strengthen or weaken women’s access to land and natural resources? Why and how?

xxv) Does anyone in particular face threats to a greater extent or is there any particular group more affected by the lack of recognition/formalization/regularization/documentation of Indigenous Peoples collective rights over land, water, territories and natural resources? For example, Indigenous youth, Indigenous women, political activists, environment activists, people living with disabilities, among others. Please provide details.

The Path Forward: Recommendations 

xxvi) What are the key messages and recommendations that you would like to share with policy-makers to enhance the recognition, the protection and strengthening of the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples?  (i) in general; (ii) in your country. 

· Key messages: 
· Recommendations:  

xxvii) Do you know any examples of good practices, public policies or positive initiatives for the protection of Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights that could be replicated?

Any reference to case studies or other important documentation for the Global-Hub to consider?




Annex 1. Methodology and timeline

The methodology to develop the technical paper on Indigenous Peoples Collective Rights systems paper will follow the methodology used to write the White/Wiphala paper on Indigenous Peoples Food Systems that gathered 60 Indigenous and non-indigenous contributions from 39 organizations and 10 experts from 6 socio-cultural regions. 

The Global-Hub on Indigenous Peoples’ Food Systems will compile all submission received in a final draft. The final draft will be shared to all respondents prior editing, layout and publication in order to seek their consent to authorship.  

See below the proposed timeline for the writing of this paper.

Tentative timeline for White/Wiphala Paper on Collective Rights (tbc)


	July
	August
	September

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4

	
	Gathering comments & compilation of contributions 
Compilation of contributions and additional peer review inputs until 9 September
	Circulation of final draft for authorship’s consent
	Editing & Layout

	October
	November
	December

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4

	Release
	CFS
10-13 Oct
	
	
	
	COP27 
7-18 Nov
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