Presented by Hijaba Ykhanbai, Chair, RISG-Central Asia & Mongolia
1. Name and overall size of the pastoralist group,  Geographic distribution
Central Asia is currently undergoing a transitional phase with challenges relating to the socio-economic, ecological and political situation.  In economic aspects pastureland makes an important contribution to the wellbeing and livelihood of herders and local communities, and there are many communities in remote areas in mountains, deserts and steppes. In many cases pasture land degradation resulted from unsustainable resources use practices, including less mobility in seasonal pasture use. After transition to a market economy many herders stay near to the market areas, settlements and roads, so few communities in remote areas has been marginalized and less access to the market and social assistance and the media. 
Pastoralists in many remote places, similar pastoralists in Mongolian Altay mountains, Gobi deserts  or in mountains of Naryn oblast of Kyrgyzstan, and steppes in Central and eastern Kazakhstan, deserts of Karakums are victims of Climate change. But their land rights are not secure and their voices are not fully heard on the formulation of national policies and regulations.
This project activities will cover 30 mln ha of rangelands ( 10% of total ) and totally around 1,0 mln pastoralists in Altay mountains (Bayan Ulgii , Khovd provinces,  and Gobi deserts  Middle gobi and Sukhebatar provinces of  Mongolia,  Naryn, Talas and Chuy oblasts of Kyrgyzstan, and Eastern regions of Kazakhstan. 
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(Note map by JHoth: regions to be confirmed)



2. Main activity that needs to be supported and how would be implemented

Following activities will held in line with IYRP  fundraising strategy to reach out to pastoralists in CA: 

Support for the pasture shifting, rotation with seasonal mobility in  remote pastures, improvement of community land tenure arrangements and participation of herder’s on co-management of pastures;  enabling of financing for sustainable pasture management and supporting community funds for the communities in remote areas, support women groups; protection and restoration of  hay lands in high mountain regions; and improving animal breeds, livelihood support activities: marketing, initial processing , surface water collection activities in Gobi and steppe regions region. 
   Support for the  adaptation to Climate change, reducing and preventing the natural disasters,   land conflict prevention, supporting local initiatives in land restoration,
  creating better livelihood conditions on the mountainous remote pastures, for herders' families and children (access to the clean water, transportation, etc.), diversification of the income generation activities and supporting the families with low productivity of livestock
-create a co-management working group for   better livelihood conditions on the mountainous remote pastures consisting of representatives of the relevant state bodies, the scientific  and non-governmental organizations; Inventory of pasture resources, assessment and monitoring of the state of pastures with participation of herders on remote areas using the experience of Mongolia in monitoring, development of cartographic materials for pastures and community based pasture management. Restoration of degraded pastures in remote areas through the application of agroforestry methods: sowing seeds of local pasture grasses, and tress, Increasing the capacity of pasture users, pastoralists and other stakeholders in remote areas and on the territory of forests/national parks for the sustainable management of pastures

3. Amount required,  
Total amount of required funding is 350,000 USD. 
4. Periodicity (permanent, seasonal, or event-based e.g. annual meeting, etc.)
 
Permanent for the period up to 5 years, with seasonal/annual event based and regional exchange meetings
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