IYRP ISG comments on Stockholm+50 background docs – 
LD 1 – “Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”

For the oral statement:
Rangelands, including grasslands, savannahs and tundra, are the largest bio-eco-region in the world. More than one third of the world’s total soil carbon is stored in rangelands. They provide valuable ecosystem services, harbor very high diversity of species, ensure food security for millions of people, and provide 46% of the world’s supply of meat, milk and fiber. The most urgent threat to these ecosystems is conversion to other uses and degradation of remaining rangelands. Conversion is primarily due to cropping and settlement. Policies to fulfill climate change goals are becoming an unintentional threat in many parts of the world because afforestation is being carried out in these ecosystems unsuited to having trees.  Achieving global conservation goals may have had a “spillover” effect too. Another urgent threat is the unintended impact of large-scale renewable energy schemes on pastoralists in many parts of the world. 

With the combined effects of climate change, biodiversity loss and globalization, pastoralists depending on marginal and variable resources are among the very first to experience the most severe impacts, representing a legitimate concern of the futures of pastoralist peoples and that pastoralists are about to be left behind, facing broad social injustice. Indigenous pastoralist peoples are now hit multiple times over by direct and indirect impacts of climate change, climate mitigation (ie. alternative energy development like wind, hydro, biofuel etc), combined with loss of biodiversity, upon which indigenous pastoralist peoples depends. One must efficiently address the challenges of land expropriation and conversion, which is a critical issue for pastoralists in many regions. One must also uphold the UN rights-based approach, based on UNDRIP, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights article27, CBD article8j, ILO Convention169, and other instruments. Pastoralists´ holistic Traditional Knowledge must be fully respected, understood and utilized. The SDG principle of leaving no one behind must also apply to pastoralists. 
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We call upon Stockholm+50 to fully recognize the urgent threats these neglected ecosystems face. It must take bold action and agree on an urgent and combined effort of controlling land conversion, restoring natural ecosystems, rehabilitating degraded lands, and eliminating externalities from environmental solutions meant to tackle climate change and biodiversity loss. We call on Stockholm+50 to set a goal to halt indiscriminate conversion of rangelands and restore 30% of degraded rangelands through nature-based solutions by 2030. 

Preamble and explanatory comments:
Rangelands including grasslands, savannahs and tundra, occupy 54% of all land on earth (Rangelands Atlas), and are the largest bio-eco-region in the world. They ensure food security for millions of people and provide 46% of the world’s supply of meat, milk and fiber. They provide valuable ecosystem services, including climate regulation, conserving biodiversity and water supply. One third of the world’s total soil carbon is stored in rangelands; up to 70 t/ha of additional soil carbon could be stored through restoration. 

The most urgent threat to rangelands and grasslands is conversion to other uses. By 2000, these natural ecosystems decreased by more than half compared to historical levels, primarily due to the increase in cropland and settlements. Successes in preventing deforestation from cropping may have a spilled over to cultivating rangelands. Nature-based restoration of grasslands and rangelands will require an urgent and combined effort of controlling conversion, restoring natural ecosystems, and rehabilitating degraded lands. 

Another threat is the unintended impacts of large-scale renewable energy schemes on pastoralists. Rangelands are vast open spaces with high insolation rates and wind velocities. Solar and wind parks have disrupted pastoral systems and seldom allowed pastoralists access to energy or income. However, globally important renewable energy production and pastoralism can co-exist and be mutually beneficial if participatory planning and fair benefit sharing are negotiated from the outset.

The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration has identified grasslands, shrublands and savannahs as being an ecosystem requiring urgent protection and restoration attention: https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/grasslands-shrublands-and-savannahs 
The International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (2026) aims to raise awareness, fill knowledge gaps, and promote conducive policies that ensure the sustainability of these ecosystems and livelihoods.

Rangelands are often regarded as wastelands, or at best, degraded forests. Both of these perceptions are false. Rangelands have intrinsic value that must be recognized, its natural create resilience must be nurtured, and existing inequalities and neglect of pastoralists must be eliminated so as to achieve prosperity, rights and dignity for all – for this and future generations. 

Responses to the questions for the LD-1 Informal Working Group:

1. Transforming our relationship with nature and restoring ecosystems a. What are some urgent actions for state and non-state actors to transform our relationship with, and restore nature, such as a goal to conserve 30 per cent of lands and oceans by 2030? Response: We call on Stockholm+50 to set a goal to halt conversion of rangelands and restore 30% of degraded rangelands through nature-based solutions by 2030.  

2. Producing and consuming sustainably and fighting pollution. Response: Production of livestock products from extensive, nature-based rangelands stewarded by pastoralists is chemical-free and provides high-quality protein.  Recent indepth analysis of the GHG footprint of the life cycle of pastoral products is countering misperceptions: there is net-positive carbon sequestration and high biodiversity from well-managed sustainable extensive systems.  We call on Stockholm+50 to fully recognize the value of extensive pastoral production, and to set a goal of increasing access to nature-based pastoral products while also transforming the intensive, confined, industrial livestock systems towards full sustainability. 

3. Social justice and intergenerational equity. Response: Pastoralists have been suffering from benign neglect for the past century.  Two essential features of their livelihood system (mobility and remoteness) have been difficult to accommodate in the standard development paradigm. However, over the years pastoralists and their supporters have developed many solutions for delivering essential mobile services and remote infrastructure, and the digital age has greatly benefited them. We call on Stockholm+50 to recognize the historical social injustices faced by pastoralists, and to promote the innovative solutions that help them achieve viable and sustainable livelihoods, which will also motivate the younger generation of pastoralists to continue to be stewards of rangelands. 
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