IYRP GCG meeting 3 March 2022 – notes 
Agenda Item 1: Looking ahead to IYRP2026
Jim/Maryam/Gregorio: Last-minute postponement of UNGA decision from 28 Feb to 15 March; 38 countries co-sponsoring; 302 organisations supporting. 
Engin:  Announcement message to be made on approval date plus thanks messages to Government of Mongolia (GoM) and FAO. IYRP press release shared with GCG. GoM and FAO shared their draft releases with us. Following approval of resolution, 16 days of sharing IYRP messages. 
Maryam: As soon as IYRP designated, important to build links with the 302 organisations, try to engage them in RISGs. Possibility of establishing national committee: one in Mongolia, one in Iran, bringing IYRP down to the ground.  To be discussed after year designated.
Jürgen: Premature to establish national committees. With what authority does one establish a national committee?
Maryam: Need to see how FAO as lead UN agency takes next steps.
Jürgen: Regional coordinators should get closer to higher authority in countries in preparation for setting up national committees.
Gregorio: No national committees in other international years (IYs). Could get info about how IYs organised. Decade of Family Farming has national committee for 10 years, not for only a year. 
Ann: We have 5 years IYRP including preparations.
Hijaba: Mongolian national committee set up 2019, largely composed of NGOs. After IYRP approval, could be led by high-level government person. 
Sadana: Committee for animal genetic resources formed with highest authority in India. We should go ahead with official group.
Engin: Not in every country are governments supportive of rangelands & pastoralists. Needs to be flexible. If FAO structure hosting, will ensure inclusion of pastoralists. National committees would be important as grassroots part of regional groups. 
Ruijun: National committee important but not sure if Chinese Government convinced; after IYRP approved, we can try to get support from Ministries of Agriculture and of Science & Technology.
Agenda Item 2: Continuity & coordination of the ISG and GCG
Gregorio: During communication team meeting we discussed finding window to let people get into steering committee (SC). FAO will invite regional offices to join SC. FAO want to take advantage of what has already been done by IYRP communications group. After approval, we will hold another FAO-IYRP Global Comms Team meeting to coordinate action. 
Ann: At comms meeting, discussed having 2 windows to IYRP, IYRP website populated by RISGs and FAO website for IYRP. Engin refers to current bottom-up IYRP website as source of identity of IYRP movement.  
Maryam: ISG is here to stay, have done a lot of work will continue, need to clarify how we coordinate with official structures, how we expand our reach.
Jim: How soon after designation will FAO make these decisions? 
Gregorio: Several other earlier IYs take priority in FAO. Wait until close of IY of Fruit & Vegetables. Not sure when FAO will start action on IYRP.
Jim: ISG should keep on doing what we have been doing.
Maryam: We should set up meeting after IYRP approval to develop overall strategy. 
Sadana: What is next step taken in regions after approval? Regions would need letter from FAO; who to frame it? 
3. How to build on SRM 2022 for regional action planning
Maryam: What were experiences of RISGs with workshops and tables? Any feedback?
Layne: Sample was pretty small, process would need to be revisited, more inclusivity among network members; SRM workshops were dry run that needs to be amplified.
Jürgen: Small sample, 6 people. Make synergies with other initiatives.
Ann: Seeking synergies should be done in any case, also forming national committees if interest; we should not wait for letter from FAO. 
Maryam: Invite regional chairs to let us know what kind of support we can give to help organise similar participatory planning processes.
Serena: Problems to contact peoples, did it one by one, got good feedback, difficult to mobilise the group members. Need more user-friendly materials, also in French. 
Ruijun: Can use multi-country platform, Asian Highland Network and Pastoral Regional Forum.
Hijaba: Table useful for establishing priorities. How ISG could support regional groups: i) improve regional exchanges, ii) coordinate IYRP launch at national level in March–May to bring more attention to IYRP, involving ISG/GCG members; iii) Central Asian countries where rangelands & pastoralists are important could hold events with national governments; may need support from ISG.
Serena: Written materials in French not suitable; need 1-minute video – something to focus on. Could try to develop one together with Burcu (who agrees).
Maryam: Something short and catchy. Contact Mounir in francophone North Africa, join forces with them, get support from ICARDA and comm teams.
Barbara: Should statements (branding messages) for Twitter also be in other languages? 
Burcu: Each regional group should be translating and adapting the messages. 
Jürgen: Cooperation on transboundary issues could be particular niche for IYRP, joint statements with Decade of Ecosystem Restoration to raise profile of issues?
Jim: This would be mainly a regional- or country-level decision. Once UNGA decision made, we need another discussion about next steps.
4. Upcoming events
a) IGC 2023: 14–19 May, Kentucky USA; special session of IYRP, deadline 15 July 2021. Jim: IGC planning committee well aware of IYRP, want it in IGC. Jim will be contact person for IRC and IGC. 
b) UNCCD, 9–20 May 2022, Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire; Gregorio sent template for side events, deadline 14 March. Maryam: Not yet tried to engage with UNCDD in formal way, but they know of us; maybe aim for next year’s COP. Jürgen: Touch base with government livestock / agricultural ministry. Ann: Several CSOs also accredited to UNCCD, also Agrecol: Jürgen offered to contact also CSOs to see if any planning something.
c) Stockholm+50: 2–3 June 2022, Stockholm Sweden: Maryam: Worked on proposal with ILRI, IUCN, WWF (Martina Fleckenstein), FAO. GoM submitted side-event proposal; will circulate to GCG. Refers to urgent actions; based on discussion at SRM symposium: degradation and conversion of rangelands; negative externalities of one environmental objective over another. Submitted request for IYRP ISG to be included in informal working groups (WGs) for preparing for Stockholm+50; accepted, to bring voices of pastoralists to the conference. Anders in WG for urgent actions; Igshaan and Loupa in WG for mainstreaming pastoralism into environment agenda; Rashmi in WG for recovery after Covid; Maryam is liaison person.
d) International Year of Mountains 2022: Ann: IY of Sustainable Mountain Development (IYSMD) resolution approved Dec 2021 for IY in 2022; group not prepared at such short notice; will be including mountain meadows/pastures. Ruijun: Could link with Asian Highlands Network; combined IYRP/IYSMD event, e.g. webinar; highlight mountain pastoralism. Jürgen: Grasslands in mountains often forgotten; not even included in conservation agenda. Igshaan applied to session in International Mountain Conference on 11–15 Sept 2022; could handle IYRP booth. Maryam to ask Gregorio to link with FAO mountain group. Abdelkader offered to link with this group. Jim: Coordinate with Ruijun & Igshaan.
e) HLPF 5–15 July 2022: focusing on SDGs 4,5 and 15; land & biodiversity.
f) UNFCCC COP 27, 7–18 Nov 2022, Sharm-el-Sheikh, Egypt. Maryam: we should aim for 2023 or 2024 COP. Maryam contacted Rogerio Mauricio, GASL, who wants to focus on climate-change issues; Maryam will continue to follow-up. Ann: On IYRP website is Shirley Tarawali’s statement of support on behalf of both GASL & ILRI, so link is there.
g) IRC 2025, Adelaide, Australia: Maryam: Several of us are engaged in preparing IRC in 2025. Jim will be our contact person for this event too. 
h) UNEP and ILRI assessment: Fiona: Abdelkader got 100,000 USD for regional rangeland resource assessment, response to Gap Analysis. UNEP asked ILRI to help. Kickstart, continental or regional; probably start with region in Africa, spatial analysis, bringing together all information we have access to; European space agency developing rangeland monitoring system for Africa. Assessment to be completed within next 3 months. 
Abdelkader: Building on what partners are doing in their respective countries; linking to other agendas, e.g. UN-DER, OneHealth programme, food systems, highlighting role of livestock. 
Maryam: Useful for establishing methodology for other regions to replicate to help get overall global picture. WCA and ESA RISGs have strong network engaged with IYRP; hope that assessment team can draw on them; integrate with information from the ground, e.g. mining effects on livestock.
Jürgen: One problem is definition of grassland & forests: anything with more than 10% trees is “forest”.
i) Gregorio: First session of Subcommittee on Livestock will have session on pastoralism and rangelands.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Maryam: It’s good to see the UN system engaging more with our issues. There is the Subcommittee on Livestock in FAO’s COAG, whose first meeting is on smallholders. There is the new UNEP assessment with ILRI. 

Next meeting: 23 March same time 14–16 CET – may be daylight-saving time; check before meeting.
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