United Nations Declare 2026 the International Year of Rangelands & Pastoralists

On __________ 2022, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York unanimously declared 2026 the International Year of Rangelands & Pastoralists (IYRP). This final approval marks the culmination of a historic process led by pastoralists and their supporters worldwide. 

Over several years, an initiative for an IYRP grew to a global coalition of over 300 pastoralist and supporting organisations. Building on these efforts, the Government of Mongolia 85 supporting countries,  and including  38 co-sponsoring,  and  85 supporting countries developed and put forward the resolution to UNGA.	Comment by Jurgen Hoth: As per https://iyrp.info/supporting-countries-and-organisations
	Comment by Jurgen Hoth: REVIEW 38 cosponsoring countries sounds great but it seems to me too high a number. I thought we only had a handful of cosponsors.

Although UNGA is dealing with an already heavy agenda in view of the invasion of Ukraine, it also recognises the urgency for the IYRP resolution to address global biodiversity, climate change and socio-economic issues linked to rangelands.

The rangelands cover more than half [scientists currently estimate 54%] of the world’s earth surface, making it the world´s largest, and are one of the world’s most imperilled and the least protected ecosystems. Yet they support the livelihoods and food security of hundreds of millions of pastoralists worldwide, who in harmony with nature have been historic stewards of these lands producinge food in harmony with naturefor also an extensive chain offor the benefit of other consumers. 

Sustainable rangelands and pastoralism are sorely needed even more so now in aan unpredictably climatically changing world, where over 700 million people, around 9 per cent of the world population, are affected by hunger and where one million animal and plant species are threatened with extinction. – this at the same time as the climate crisis affecting every country on every continent is making the situation even worse.

Particularly in the last 100 years, pastoralists have suffered from historical long-grieving injustices such as dispossession of their traditional rangelands and severance of their migration routes. Yet these communities have harbour the knowledge and skills to be strong allies in sustainable global development. They are environmental stewards of the rangelands and play a vital role in maintaining and increasing biodiversity. They can make an important contribution to achieving safe, nutritious, sustainable and equitable food systems. 

While industrial, confined, intensive livestock production has a big carbon and water footprint, the footprint of pastoral systems has been scientifiaclly proven to be is next to nil. Rangelands sustained by pastoralism are one of the largest carbon sinks on the planet. Keeping rangelands managed under sustainable grazing practices is essential for climate change mitigation. Pastoralism is a production system that requires little fossil-fuel energy and relies primarily on natural pastures. It is also a very cost-effective way of preventing wildfires, since grazing on rangelands consumes much of the ground-level biomass that otherwise provides the fuel for fires. Thus, pastoralism is a nature-friendly livestock system that provides many ecosystem services.

The IYRP aims to raise awareness and fill knowledge gaps globally about the considerable benefits provided by healthy rangelands and sustainable pastoralism. It will also advocate for building the capacity of the pastoral livestock sector and for increasing responsible investment in this sector. The ultimate goal is to make rangelands and pastoralists prominent in policy debates around everything from confronting climate crises to reducing poverty, managing threats to biodiversity, developing sustainable food systems and to help achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The IYRP will help amplify the voices of pastoralists and scientists in these debates.
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Notes for editors
The IYRP resolution is available here:
https://iyrp.info/sites/iyrp.org/files/UNGA%20resolution%20draft%20A_76_L.36-EN.pdf


