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Engaging with elected officials in your capacity as a University of Arizona employee is an important opportunity to highlight the great work happening at the University. It is essential to follow established guidelines to ensure we comply with laws and university policies regarding political activity and legislative engagement.

Please review the following Do’s and Don’ts before interacting with a federal, state, or local elected officials in your capacity as University employee and/or when using University Resources:

DO:
· Notify the Government and Community Relations (GCR) team before extending any invitation or engaging with an elected official.
· Include a member of the GCR team in meetings or visits whenever possible. If in-person attendance is not feasible, GCR should be fully informed in advance.
· Coordinate with GCR for any elected official visits to UA campuses or sites.
· Stick to facts when describing your program, research or activities—avoid speculating on legislation or political matters.
· Refer questions about policy, funding, or legislation to the GCR team.
· Remember that you represent U of A and should remain nonpartisan in all official capacities.

DON’T:
· Engage in political advocacy or lobbying on behalf of the university.
· Make promises or commitments on behalf of the university to elected officials.
· Discuss political campaigns, endorsements or opinions during official UA meetings or tours.
· Overlook notifying GCR—even seemingly informal visits must follow university protocol.
· Forget that compliance with university policy protects both you and the institution.

Why This Matters:

This process helps ensure that all legislative engagement aligns with university policy and state and federal regulations. It also ensures our messaging to lawmakers is consistent with Arizona Board of Regents, the President’s Office and University of Arizona guidelines and initiatives. If you have questions or need support, please contact a member of the U of A Government and Community Relations team:

Steve Voeller, Senior Vice President, Government and Community Relations
sjvoeller@arizona.edu
Julie Katsel, Asst. Vice President, Community Relations (Tucson Campus, southern Arizona)
jkatsel@arizona.edu
Jenell Biggs Smolová, Asst. Vice President, Federal Relations (Washington, D.C.) 
jbiggs@arizona.edu
Sabrina Vazquez, State Lobbyist for U of A, Peters, Cannata & Moody, PLC (Statewide)
svazquez@arizona.edu
Aundrea DeGravina, Senior Director, State Relations, Government and Community Relations (Statewide)
degravina@arizona.edu
Jane Hays, Asst. Director for Local and Rural Outreach, Government and Community Relations (Statewide)
janehays@arizona.edu

For further information, please refer to the University of Arizona’s Interim Policy on Legislative engagement: https://policy.arizona.edu/policy-responsible-units/government-and-community-relations
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