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NIFA’s Extension capacity programs – Smith Lever 3(b) and (c), as well as 1890 Extension – are crucial to the long-term success of American farmers, ranchers, foresters, rural communities and youth. They provide science-based non-formal education that brings the best tested information and technology to people who need it. 
· These federal funds are utilized by our nation’s Land-grant Universities to deliver programming that is driven by stakeholders, including commodity groups, rural communities, and, in the case of 4-H programming, parents. Extension programming – which cannot exist without the capacity-fund based federal, state, and local partnership – is grounded on a core principle: Local people know what they need.                                                                           
· Every Land-grant University, including historically black Land-grant Universities, receives federal capacity funding, which must be matched at least dollar-for-dollar, by state funding. This 1:1 match ensures that the state, federal, and often county and parish governments are equally invested in the Land-grant’s responsive professional network, which in turn provides a 20:1 return on investment to farmers, families, and communities.                                                       
· Through these extensive networks and their continuity, Extension builds trust with these communities by prioritizing their needs and adjusting programs to meet the moment.               
· The same continuity provided by these capacity programs allows Cooperative Extension to react quickly in the event of a natural disaster, a new plant or animal disease outbreak, or any other unanticipated event, even those related to protecting human health.
· Competitive funding can sponsor short-term projects or provide the backbone for long-term horizon-pushing research. Capacity funding creates the foundational scientific expertise that is there and ready to respond, through our network of campus-based specialists and local community-based educators. We are there when needs and problems must be addressed without waiting for a competitive grant program to be created.
Increased capacity funding ensures greater rural economic and civic prosperity, healthier citizens, and a better future for young people through 4-H. Likewise, cuts in this funding will have the opposite effect.
