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ARIZONA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

STATEWIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT
CED MEETING 05/04/2022

COMMUNITY RESEARCH, EVALUATION, & DEVELOPMENT (CRED) TEAM

Note:  Slides 10 & 12 annotated to represent discussion at meeting



Community Research, Evaluation & Development (CRED) Team 



STATEWIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Purpose:

To understand community needs and assets across the state as a basis for examining and prioritizing 

Extension activities to maximize our impact now and into the future



https://nutrition.cals.arizona.edu/outreach/snap

https://nutrition.cals.arizona.edu/outreach/snap-ed/county-maps

https://nutrition.cals.arizona.edu/outreach/snap-ed/county-maps




https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/what-we-do/publications/

https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/what-we-do/publications/


Walsh, M., Tanoue, K.,, & Daws, J. (2015) Unpacking rurality: Evaluating the impact of rural community 

characteristics and the built environment on SNAP participation. Technical report, RIDGE Center for 

Targeted Studies. DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.32105.19041

The state is 

diverse in many 

ways

Arizona Rural Typology

SOCIO-GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS
Population Density, Housing Health, Slow 

Life History, Median Age, Work 

Engagement, Economic Sector, Social 

Equality, Migration, Linguistic Isolation, 

General Resource Access

HUMAN CAPITAL
Individual Capital (Income, Education), 

Housing Capital (Home value, Home 

ownership, Vehicle and phone access, 

Sufficient space)

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.32105.19041


There is high 

variability in 

community 

characteristics 

within counties and 

within “rural” areas.

In Cochise County, we see seven 

different clusters, reflecting the 

diversity of the populations in the 

county.



OVERVIEW OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT PROCESS
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Convene Advisory 
Group

Review of 
secondary reports and 
other state examples

Develop data 
collection instruments 
and plan

(March-June)
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Stakeholder Survey

Key informant 
interviews

Community 
conversations

Secondary data

(July-Sept)
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Integrate primary and 
secondary qualitative 
and quantitative data 
into products for 
strategic planning

(Aug-Dec)

Anticipated products:
➢ Statewide report

➢ County-level brief reports

➢ Materials for facilitated community engagement

Statewide strategic planning

(Intersection of issues across program areas)
...to inform...



CREATING THE STAKEHOLDER SURVEY

• ID recent statewide needs assessments (SNA) in other Western states

• Input from WERA1010 (Multistate Research Coordinating Committee and Information Exchange 
Group, Improving Data Quality from Sample Surveys to Foster Agricultural, Community, and 
Development in Rural America)

• Item bank: 2015 Arizona Stakeholder Survey, other AZ SNAs, Utah State University SNA, 
Colorado State University SNA, University of Nevada SNA

• Coding of local/regional secondary reports

• Organized into Arizona frameworks

• Input from advisory group (representing CEDs, agents, specialists, other units)

• Core survey items + optional items to create unique, county-based (other unit?*) surveys

Note:  Based on 5-4-22,discussions, will discuss with advisory group the need for other tailored surveys that might be sent out via other units, such as Water 

Resource Center, Ag Experiment Stations, and Specialists



INTEND TO USE PURPOSEFUL SAMPLING

Convenience sampling

Snowball sampling

Qualtrics panels

Purposeful sampling 

(using geodemographic 

segmentation)

Probability sampling 

 Looking for a snapshot of the different communities that exist across the counties and the state

 Supplements other information

 200-400 per county



WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

 Collaboration of Extension faculty and staff and CRED

 CRED will facilitate and finalize tool development, electronic data collection, qualitative data 

collection, primary and secondary data analysis, product development

 What we need from you:

 Recognize and support Advisory Group members (encourage them to take part)

 We will be requesting other known valuable reports/data from the past 5 or so years (statewide, county-

based, regional) by the end of May

 Help identify key stakeholders at the state level and from your county

 Help identify and facilitate opportunities for on-the-ground data collection

Note:  Based on 5-4-22,discussions, I want to be explicit that the request for identifying secondary data and key stakeholders, and for facilitating 

opportunities for on-the-ground data collection will go to Water Resource Center, Ag Experiment Stations, and Specialists, as well as well as 

county faculty and staff



Thank you!

 Questions?

 Comments?

Michele Walsh, mwalsh@arizona.edu

Community Research, Evaluation, and Development Team

https://norton.arizona.edu/cred

mailto:mwalsh@arizona.edu
https://norton.arizona.edu/cred

