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Proposed Resolution to the Faculty Senate of the University of Arizona
RE: The Safe Reopening of the University’s Physical Campus during the Covid-19 Pandemic

WHEREAS the SAR-Cov-2 virus represents an active and substantial risk to the lives, physical health, and psychological well-being of all Arizonans.
WHEREAS State and local mitigation efforts have not yet yielded 
· sustained control of SARS-CoV-2 viral transmission among the general population or vulnerable groups.
· adequate testing capacity to meet diagnostic and public health demands
· timely notification of infection to public health authorities 
· excess hospital capacity to enable full resumption of elective procedures
· full re-opening of in-person K-12 instruction
WHEREAS the return of students, staff and faculty to the University’s physical campus will, despite mitigation, promote viral transmission within and outside of the University community.
WHEREAS the University’s actions impact the safety and well-being not only of its students, staff and faculty but also the communities in which they work, live, and recreate.
WHEREAS the University, as a Hispanic Serving Institution and Land Grant institution, has a duty to promote equity for marginalized and vulnerable communities.
WHEREAS the University, as a Research 1 institution, is obligated to use evidence-based metrics to guide its decisions.
WHEREAS the University faculty, through their elected representatives, have a responsibility to participate in the shared governance of our public universities (Arizona Revised Statute§ 15-1601).
WHEREAS, the Faculty Senate concurs with the phased, graduated re-opening of University activities that prioritizes essential learning activities that cannot be replicated in alternative settings while balancing the potential risk and benefits of these activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Faculty Senate calls for the University to use shared governance principles to develop, disseminate, and implement the criteria used to transition between plan stages. These criteria should be evidence-based, objective, measurable, and publicly available. Such criteria will foster trust, reduce uncertainty, and allow University officials, students and faculty to better plan their educational activities. 
FURTHERMORE, these criteria should consider the: 
· absolute and temporal trends in campus and community transmission of SARS-CoV-2 virus; 
· adequacy of testing capacity to detect active viral infection; 
· timeliness of notification of active infection to public health authorities; 
· effectiveness of contact tracing, isolation, and quarantine procedures;
· capacity of hospitals to provide emergent and elective care; AND
· adherence with and effectiveness of the University’s campus pandemic response plan.

