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03/18/2020
Dear Cochise County Cooperative Extension Advisory Board Members, 
In response to the recent outbreak of the Corona Virus (COVID-19) I am writing this letter to inform you of our current status and situation. As of today, the Arizona Department of Health Services reports 26 confirmed positive cases in Arizona between Maricopa, Pinal, Pima, Navajo, and Graham Counties. There have been 331 people tested statewide and 130 are waiting results. https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-home

In the interest of our communities, faculty and staff, all Cooperative Extension county offices are taking measures to repress the spread of the coronavirus infection by cancelling non-essential meetings, classes, and events. We will re-assess this position regularly. 

Faculty and staff in our county are working remotely as of Monday, March 16th. Employees have been provided the necessities to accommodate their remote locations. Each supervisor has developed a plan of work for their employees, as needed. Each county office has signage alerting the community of these transitions as well as emergency contact phone and email information. All University of Arizona Cooperative Extension positions are secure. 

 The University has concluded that students should not return to campus after spring break, a shift to online classes will last the remainder of the semester. Extension will work as remotely as possible while maintaining operations. Therefore, we have modified our operations to maintain safety while we serve the public. 

We appreciate your dedication to the Cooperative Extension Cochise County Advisory Board. We are posting information regarding food access, working throughout the communities to set up food access points and get food out, 4-H, other virtual activities for youth, and other emerging information on our Facebook site (Cochise County Cooperative Extension) please like and visit this site. We also have emerging information as to our status and resources regarding COVID-19 on our state Cooperative Extension Web page at extension.arizona.edu 

Please feel free to reach out to me (emarkee@arizona.edu 520-559-2204) with questions. Please share any community needs in these dubious times as we work to address the situation. 

Please refer to the following sites for more information on the Coronavirus Disease (CVID-109):
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Sincerely,
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Evelyn Whitmer 
Regional County Extension Director
Cochise and Santa Cruz Counties
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