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The December CALS Cabinet meeting agenda contained only one item:  a presentation by Tech Launch Arizona, part of the University of Arizona.  David Anderson, Vice President of Tech Launch Arizona and Doug Hockstad, Director of Tech Launch Arizona presented the report.
The overall objective of this office is to work in close physical and mental proximity to U of A faculty and staff to help guide and market new ideas and inventions for marketing.  Their overall goals fit well into the CALS strategic intent to encourage and develop entrepreneurial activity and ingenuity.  In that light, the office can take much of the load of commercialization off of the inventor and allow the individual to focus on visualizing and developing the idea or product.  Sales of patents have brought to the U of A nearly $1 million in the last 5 years.  While most of these have been in the medical field, there are examples of other colleges participating in this effort.  CALS leadership is anxious to encourage our faculty and staff to engage in entrepreneurial efforts where possible.  Any faculty or staff with ideas for products or patents are encouraged to communicate with Extension leadership.



