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Arizona Cooperative Extension desires your assistance in helping identify critical issues which you feel are most important to be addressed by the University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences right now and in the future. We also desire to unite our resources (Experiment Stations, Campus, Cooperative Extension) with you and your community to identify critical issues, discover new knowledge, and deliver that knowledge in a coordinated fashion to better the lives of the people of Arizona.
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CALS Cooperative Extension Goals
The five goals below have been identified as the framework upon which our Extension programs can be categorized. These goals are not ranked by importance.
 

1. Educate and equip people and communities to manage and utilize natural resources to improve economic sustainability.
2. Promote safe, profitable, and sustainable plant and animal systems.

3. Strengthen economic vitality of communities by developing leadership, workplace skills and life skills of youth and adults to assist them to be contributing community members (greater levels of participation in civic life).
4. Enhance the growth and development of Arizona children and youth by ensuring that they are supported by caring adults, enter school ready to learn, make adequate yearly progress, and graduate on time so that young people will be less involved in the juvenile justice system, dropout rates will decline, and youth will contribute positively back to the community. 

5. Assist individuals and families to become physically, mentally, emotionally, and financially healthy. 

Preliminary Issue Development
We would like to secure your input for guiding our work over the next five to seven years. For each of the CALS Cooperative Extension Goals on the pages following, please help us identify those issues you feel are most important. Under direction of a facilitator, you will provide your input to guide us in developing an issues interest survey which will be sent out to a larger audience in every county of Arizona.

Preliminary Issue Development
Arizona Cooperative Extension

AZ Cooperative Extension Goal # 1: Educate and equip people and communities to manage and utilize natural resources to improve economic sustainability.
Situation: Many AZ communities are rich in natural resources but lack the technology to deliver economic development from those resources in a sustainable fashion. Some of that technology may as yet be undiscovered, necessitating both research and practical application of research. Additionally, changing environmental conditions (drought, large catastrophic wildfires) over the past 15 years introduce added complexity to natural resource management.  
★ Answer this question preceding or at the beginning of the focus group meeting.

In your opinion, what are the greatest opportunities for utilizing natural resources for economic development in AZ?  If you have more than one idea to list, please rank in order of importance (1 = most important).

 AZ Cooperative Extension Goal # 2: Promote safe, profitable, and sustainable plant and animal systems.
Situation: Agricultural production systems are strained by global competition, scarcity of financial and natural resources, shrinking returns, increasing government regulation, and public demand for assurances of a safe and nutritious food supply.
★ Answer this question preceding or at the beginning of the focus group meeting.

In your opinion, what are the greatest opportunities to promoting safe, profitable, and sustainable plant and animal systems?  If you have more than one idea to list, please rank in order of importance (1 = most important).

AZ Cooperative Extension Goal # 3: Strengthen economic vitality of communities by developing leadership, workplace skills and life skills of youth and adults to assist them to be contributing community members (greater levels of participation in civic life).
Situation: Arizona communities are often disengaged from the unemployed, working poor, and aging and other diverse populations and sometimes lack a sufficient nucleus of community leaders to address these societal needs. Employers want competent employees (both youth and adults) who don’t require additional monies to train and retrain. Individuals need to acquire the skills necessary to survive and remain nimble in the marketplace.
★ Answer this question preceding or at the beginning of the focus group meeting.

In your opinion, what are the greatest opportunities for building vibrant, engaged, and caring communities with strong workplace development? If you have more than one idea to list, please rank in order of importance (1 = most important).

 AZ Cooperative Extension Goal # 4: Enhance the growth and development of Arizona children and youth by ensuring that they are supported by caring adults, enter school ready to learn, make adequate yearly progress, and graduate on time so that young people will be less involved in the juvenile justice system, dropout rates will decline, and youth will contribute positively back to the community.

Situation: All children need the support of at least one caring adult in their lives to thrive and make the successful transition to adulthood as a contributing member of the community. The high school graduation rate in Arizona has climbed to 77.9% in 2011, but in 2010, Arizona had the highest dropout rate in the nation at 7.8%. 
★ Answer this question preceding or at the beginning of the focus group meeting.

In your opinion, what are the greatest opportunities for assisting AZ youth towards thriving and contributing positively to the community?  If you have more than one idea to list, please rank in order of importance (1 = most important).

AZ Cooperative Extension Goal # 5: Assist individuals and families to become physically, mentally, emotionally, and financially healthy. 
Situation: Child development is a foundation for community development and economic development, as capable children become the foundation of a prosperous and sustainable society. Creating the right conditions for early childhood development is likely to be more effective and less costly than addressing problems at a later age. More than one in four Americans have multiple chronic health conditions including obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and hypertension. In the US, 66% of total health care is directed toward care for the 27% of Americans with multiple health conditions. 
★ Answer this question preceding or at the beginning of the focus group meeting.

In your opinion, what are the greatest opportunities in assisting individuals and families to become physically, mentally, emotionally, and financially healthy? If you have more than one idea to list, please rank in order of importance (1 = most important).



For all the goals discussed today, what should Cooperative Extension and the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences do with respect to these issues? This will be answered together at the end of the focus group meeting.
For all the goals discussed today, what are the barriers to implementing the action plan discussed above? This will be answered together at the end of the focus group meeting.
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