Dear [fill in the blank]:

All, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is looking for our assistance in completing the 2021 Swine study. This is critical information in the fight to keep Arizona swine safe from possible diseases and other threats. The USDA National Animal Health Monitoring System’s (NAHMS) Swine 2021 study [attached launch sheets?] will be conducting a study in Arizona in 2021 on swine sites with less than 1,000 hogs. NAHMS have been doing these types of national studies for over 30 years and confidentiality has never been breached. You can also find more information about the 2021 Swine study and previous studies’ results at this website.

National estimates of swine management, marketing practices, health and health management reflect what is done throughout the U.S. national swine herd. Such estimates are unique, useful in trade negotiations, research sample size calculations, useful to combat misinformation, securing funding and assist more educated policy making. They also tell the most accurate story of what happened in the swine industry in 2020 from a production and marketing viewpoint. These estimates will be gathered in the Swine 2021 study.

For the 2021 study, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will mail out a questionnaire and do a telephone follow-up request for an interview for those that don’t mail it back in a pre-addressed stamped envelope or fill it out using a website provided. It will take respondents 30 minutes to one hour to complete.

If you or anyone else would like to see the survey instruments ahead of time we will send them to you.

Thank you so much for your time. Please contact the study lead (Charles Haley, 970-225-1377 or charles.a.haley@usda.gov) with any questions or thoughts.

