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March 30, 2015

Dear Extension Professionals and other Interested Western Section, ASAS members:

The Executive Committee and the Extension Symposium Committee cordially invite you to attend and participate in the 2015 WSASAS Extension Symposium that will be hosted at the Ruidoso Convention Center on Thursday, June 25, 2015. The Symposium, titled “Value of Low Stress Livestock Handling in Livestock Production Practices”, has strong industry support and will offer pertinent information valuable to both Extension professionals and their clientele. We have a stellar group of speakers who will present and following the keynote presentations, we will have Extension professionals describe how they have implemented Low Stress Livestock Handling training in their state. The Symposium will be preceded by an Extension luncheon partially funded by the NM Beef Council. Due to strong industry support by the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, NM Beef Council, Boehringer Ingelheim, University of Arizona Extension, and NMSU Extension, we are able to provide this Symposium at a reduced rate of only $25 per person (including lunch). We hope you will consider attending this Symposium and will actively promote attendance by your clientele. For Western Section members, purchase of the Extension luncheon option will ensure your registration for the Symposium. To register for this Symposium, please log on https://www.asas.org/membership-services/asas-sections/western-section/meetings by clicking Registration. You will either need to enter your existing registration or Create a New Visitor Registration. After logging in, you will see an option for “Extension Symposium” with the same fee listed for both members and nonmembers. We encourage attendance at the entire WSASAS meeting, but if you can only make the June 25th Extension Symposium, there is an option available online for attendance at only this event. The host hotel for this convention will be the Lodge at Sierra Blanca and it is within walking distance of the Convention Center. Total fees for the basic room at the Lodge is $131/night (using the meeting code WSASA15). The agenda for the Symposium is given below. 

Before I close, I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to the members of the Extension Symposium Committee for their service. This event would not have been possible without the leadership, organizational skills, and dedication of the Committee.  They have assembled an excellent program, and the topical material is timely and germane to the mission of the WSASAS. 

To close, on behalf of the WSASAS Executive Board and the Extension Symposium Committee, I thank you in advance for your consideration of this invitation, and look forward to seeing you at Ruidoso in June.

Your friend and colleague,
[image: ]
James G. Berardinelli, Ph.D.
		President, WSASAS, 2014-2015
Extension Symposium: Value of Low Stress Livestock Handling in Livestock Production Practices
June 25, 2015, Thursday afternoon
Ruidoso Convention Center, Ruidoso, New Mexico

· Addressing Animal Welfare and Low Stress Livestock Handling ~ Dr. Temple Grandin, Professor of Animal Sciences, Colorado State University 1:00 – 1:30 PM
· Principles of Low Stress Stockmanship ~ Guy Glosson, Mesquite Grove Ranch, Jayton, TX 1:30 – 2:20 PM
· Introduction by Dr. John Paterson, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Producer Education 2:20 – 2:25 PM 
· Managing a Successful Feedyard BQA and Animal Care Program: Lessons Learned, Challenges and Opportunities ~ Mr. Ben Weinheimer, Vice President, TX Cattle Feeders Association 2:25 - 2:55 PM
· BREAK 2:55 – 3:15 PM
· Extension Programming in South Dakota to Improve Livestock Handling ~ Dr. Ken Olson, Extension Beef Specialist, South Dakota State University 3:15 – 3:35 PM
· Teaching Stockmanship Across the Generations ~ Mr. Billy Whitehurst, Extension Agent, Madison-Jefferson Counties, Whitehall, MT, Montana State University 3:35 – 3:55 PM
· Stewardship and Stockmanship: Increasing Awareness of Beef Quality Assurance in Idaho ~ 
Dr. Benton Glaze & Dr. John Hall, Extension Beef Cattle Specialists, University of Idaho 3:55 – 4:15 PM 
· Roundtable Discussion: Future Topics and Format for the WSASAS Extension Symposium  ~ Everyone present participating, Jim Sprinkle, University of AZ, moderator 4:15 – 5:00 PM
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