


Dear Students, Faculty and Staff of the University of Arizona, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Responsibility must be accounted for.

On September 10, 2019, at 11:24 pm, a Black student at the University of Arizona was physically and verbally attacked in a hate crime on the cross-sections of University Blvd and Park Ave. Two white students repeatedly yelled the N-word at the Black Student walking with his friends. Having asked the aggressors to stop their verbal abuses, the black student was then assaulted by the assailants.

Instead of necessarily apprehending the aggressors who initially ran away, they were referred to a social justice “diversion” training program lead and facilitated by the UAPD.  The attack - deemed a “minor” injury by the UAPD - minimizes the emotional impact caused, thereby disenfranchising the lives of the black student body at our University.

The victim suffering from this racially motivated attack has yet to be served justice. The silence on this matter is threatening. Especially as Black students, we deserve safety in our own community. The victim’s silence is warranted, but the administration’s is not. 

Recognizing the lack of safety for our Black students we are determined to achieve the following goals: 
· We demand justification for the assaulters and officers who are prolonging the continued suffering of our Black Students of the University of Arizona.
· We demand academic probation and suspension of the two assaulters, who deliberated racially motivated attacks upon a Black student. 
· We demand to know the names of the assaulters. 
· We demand the release of the incident report concerning the attack.
· We demand a coalition requiring the University of Arizona Police Department officers to complete a cultural identity sensitivity program addressing the history of racially motivated discrimination. 

We deserve to be and feel heard, we deserve to be and feel valued, and we deserve to be and feel safe. 

The Black Student Union has taken OUR stance and we wish you’d take yours.

In solidarity,
The Black Student Union



