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We all know about families: We live in them, we observe them, and we talk about them. In this course, we will challenge our taken-for-granted understandings by introducing a critical perspective on families.
This class will provide the students with a chance to reflect upon their own understandings and experiences of families and actively engage with contested topics such as teenage motherhood, marriage equality, immigrant nannies, commercial surrogacy, technology assisted reproduction, social class disparities, violence in families, balancing work and family, division of labor in families, diversity of families, care work, and state regulation of families.
Topics examined include:

How is family defined and how does this vary across society?
How do families reproduce societies through childrearing and care work?
Do single family, multigeneration families, families with same sex partners differ from heterosexual normative families?
How are family work and childcare part of the global economy?
How can family work and childcare be accomplished more fairly?
How do social class and family financial resources influence families?
What are the implications and effects of technology assisted reproduction?
How can violence in families be reduced?
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