
Math Placement – Main Campus Incoming Transfer, readmit, NDS
Frequently Asked Questions 
(Online campus- all similar except testing fee not charged to student) 

A student may claim to be a transfer student. However, if they are attending freshman orientation, they follow the Incoming freshman rules and need to test.

placement@math.arizona.edu 	
Review, retesting, which test to take, transfer math credit information is all available through the student’s Math Placement link in the Next Steps Center or math.arizona.edu/placement/transfer .

WHO has to take the ALEKS Math Placement Exam?  Refer to the information available through the Math Placement link in your Next Steps Center.  Some transfer students test, some do not. The student needs to read the information an determine if the test is required.  
1) Any transfer student who wants to take a course  at or below the calculus I level (Math 124/125) who does not have recent prerequisite course work (last 3 semesters, 18 months) will need to satisfy the math placement test requirements in order to take a math course. The test is not required for placement into courses above calculus I (like Math 129, calculus II).  Transfer students with recent math prerequisite course work may not have to test. See the math placement website for more information.  Courses that give a student a placement are general College Algebra and Precalculus.  
2) Out-of-state math courses require an evaluation. The link to this for is available through the Math Placement link in the Next Steps Center.  
3) Some non-math courses like MCB 181L/R, CHEM 151, PHYS 102, LING 178, SBS 200, ISTA 116, ENGR 102 have a Math placement requirement.  
4) Just because a student has a recent college level math course, that does not mean the student will be eligible for UA math.  The student should contact the placement office, placement@math.arizona.edu, for more information.  


How can I get the math portion of my Next Steps Center to be marked as completed? Click on the links, read the information, and refresh your checklist.  The Math Department cannot update any portion of your Next Steps Center. Showing as complete just means that you clicked on the links.    

WHO does not need to take the ALEKS Math Placement Exam?  Transfer, readmits, NDS students with recent and appropriate math transfer credit (last 18 months) will not need to test. This does not apply to incoming freshman.  See the Math Placement link in your Next Steps Center or  math.arizona.edu/placement/transfer for more information or email placement@math.arizona.edu after reading information in the Next Steps Center. 

WHICH TEST should I take? The University of Arizona is using two different ALEKS assessment tests. It is the student’s responsibility to determine which placement test to take.  More detailed information is available through the Math Placement link in your Next Steps Center or through math.arizona.edu/academics/placement/transfer . 

There is NO CALCULUS on either test.  
· Prep for Calculus is basically a Precalculus test.  This test is for students with previous recent experience with Precalculus and Trigonometry and can possibly place students as high as Calculus.  Students with no experience with PreCalculus and Trig should not take this test and need to take Precalculus (120R) or College algebra (112). This test places students at all levels (Math 100AX, 100, 105, 107, 109C, 112, 113, 116, 120R, 122A, 125 etc.)  
· Prep for College algebra is a high school Algebra test and is appropriate for students who have not yet taken Precalculus. This test places students at all levels BELOW the level of Calculus I (Math 100AX, 100, 105, 107, 109C, 112, 113, 116, , etc. but not 120R , 122A/B, 125.)  

WHERE and WHEN do I take my first test?  All Incoming students first test online through the Next Steps Center. You get one try at one test. You can test again, but not through the Next Steps Center.  

How do I retake the test? You can retest through the UA Testing Office on Campus, or through an online proctoring service called Examity.  See the Math Placement link in your Next Steps Center or  see math.arizona.edu/placement/transfer for more information.

How do I check my ALEKS Percentage ? If you are an incoming student, your ALEKS percentage will be in the Next Steps Center.

What if I do not have a high enough score for  the UA math course that I want to take?  Students with college math credits (assuming it is just an “old” prerequisite) should contact a math advisor through placement@math.arizona.edu .  Other students should review and retest .  See the Math Placement link in your Next Steps Center or  math.arizona.edu/placement/transfer for more information.

How do I add a math class if seats are not available in Uaccess?  Keep checking Uaccess through the first week of classes. After that time, you can contact an instructor. Instructors do not sign add/drop forms until after Uaccess online registration is closes. 

I accidentally tested through the Next Steps Center but I didn’t need to. Do I get a refund? No.

Is there a fee for testing? Incoming transfer students are charged a $26 fee for taking the math placement test through the Next Steps Center.  There is a fee for retesting or testing through the Testing Office or Examity.  See math.arizona.edu/placement/transfer for more information. 

What if I can’t access my first attempt at the math placement test through the Next Steps Center? In order to test, the Next Steps Center needs to show that you have read the information available through the “Print and Read before Testing” link in Next Steps.  If you still cannot access the link to the test (“Access the test here”), then contact the Math Placement Office, placement@math.arizona.edu for assistance.  
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