To:		CALS Agvisors

From:		Mike Staten, Chair, CALS Business Competencies Subcommittee

Date:		March 23, 2015

Subject: 	Short Survey regarding business skills and degree requirements 

As you know, a CALS-wide effort is underway to improve career skills across our 3,000+ undergraduates to make them even more competitive in the job market. Dean Burgess has emphasized the importance of our graduates being aware of basic economics concepts as well as business tools and terminology in preparing to talk with employers, regardless of their academic major.  These skills are important regardless of whether a potential employer is a private sector firm, non-profit organization, NGO or government agency.

In thinking about how to accomplish this across the wide range of academic majors inside CALS, our subcommittee quickly concluded that giving our graduates a common denominator of business skills probably won’t happen by referring them to online tutorials or modules….   there is too much to know across too broad a range of topics, and much of it must be interconnected for it to be useful to students.  To achieve the Dean’s goal, we probably need to develop a course tailored for CALS students.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]That said, we don’t want to increase time to degree.  Our committee had flash of brilliance (we think) but need to run it by you as a feasibility check.  What if we recommend creation of a 3 credit course to satisfy the business/commerce basic competencies?   The course would be required of all CALS majors (except those in exempt majors such as AREC and RCSC that already contain plenty of this material).   And, we build the course with the objective of being approved as a Tier 2 Gen Ed course, so that requiring it would not impact time-to-degree for any of our majors.   Students would get credit towards a CALS required course and a Tier 2 GenEd requirement in the same course.

We are aware that there are university restrictions that could limit this strategy, (e.g., no more than one Tier 2 Gen Ed course required for the major).  We would greatly appreciate your input on the following questions for each of the undergraduate degree programs that you advise:

1.  Does the degree already require any business-related or economics courses, either taught outside of CALS or within CALS

2. Does the degree plan already require any specific Tier 2 Gen Ed course?  If so, what course?

If you could fill out the attached form and return it to me via email (statenm@email.arizona.edu) by Monday, March 30, 2015 we would be most grateful.   

Thanks for your input. 


CALS Business Competencies Committee
Short Survey Regarding Business Skills and Degree Requirements


Please take a few moments to answer the following questions for each of the undergraduate degree programs that you advise.  Please indicate the degree program (major) beside each answer.  Feel free to use an extra page if you need it.


Name:			

Department:

Contact email:	


1. Does the degree already require any business-related or economics courses, either taught outside of CALS or within CALS?  Which courses?












2. Does the degree plan already require any specific Tier 2 Gen Ed course?  If so, what course?

     



3. Are there any other factors that we ought to be considering as we work up some recommendations for raising business competencies in CALS students?

Please return your survey to Prof. Michael Staten at statenm@email.arizona.edu by Monday, March 30, 2015.
