WRITING SKILLS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

GRADUATE WRITING WORKSHOPS

Spring Semester 2014
Thursdays 4-5 p.m., AME  Room 338 S
Dr. Leslie Dupont

These workshops cover many writing challenges and responsibilities faced by graduate students from the beginnings to the culminations of their degree programs. These workshops are free and open to all students, faculty, and staff with no preregistration required. Just show up!
                (For further information, contact Dr. Donna Rabuck, Director, at 621-5849)
Jan. 30
Getting Started: The Process of Writing and Overcoming Writer’s Block 

This workshop will cover strategies for moving through writer’s block and getting your ideas out on paper (or on your computer screen).  We will experiment with various brainstorming techniques so you have the start of a writer’s “toolbox” available to you.

Feb. 6
Step by Step Through the Master’s Thesis or Dissertation
This works will provide a nuts-and-bolts review of the basic steps you need to take from starting your degree program to completing your thesis or dissertation (i.e., forming a committee, researching, writing, and revising).

Feb. 13
Writing Your Way to a Focused Research Question

This workshop will help you identify and focus on your areas of interest through brainstorming, researching, and otherwise generating ideas.  You will then be provided with suggestions and techniques for narrowing interest areas to one focused research question. 
Feb. 20
Crafting an Effective Proposal

This workshop takes you through the various steps involved in building a proposal for your thesis or dissertation, familiarizing you with the sections, lengths, and contents of both comprehensive and working proposals.
Feb. 27
Becoming a Trail Guide: Building the Literature Review

In this workshop, we will discuss the components of the literature review as well as its purpose, content, and organization.  You will become familiar with strategies for getting your “lit. review” underway and bringing it to a final draft.
Mar. 6
 Introductions, Conclusions, and Abstracts

Often the most challenging parts of your thesis or dissertation to write, introductions, conclusions, and abstracts are where you present your ideas in highly condensed form.  In this workshop, we will discuss the purposes, components, and contents of these pieces.  We will also discuss techniques for getting started on them.
Mar. 13
Style 1: Grammar and Punctuation (bring working draft or old paper)
On a sentence level, the ways in which you punctuate and otherwise pull words and phrases together are crucial to communicating accurately to your readers—and to avoiding embarrassing misunderstandings.  This workshop will cover common error patterns and offer strategies for avoiding them.
Mar. 27
Style 2: Clarity and Grace (bring working draft or old paper)
Even if your ideas are presented grammatically and with correct punctuation, if they are wordy, redundant, or otherwise “clunky,” you risk losing the attention of your readers—and you certainly present yourself as unprofessional.  This workshop will cover common stylistic problem patterns such as the overuse of prepositions, nominalizations, and passive voice and how to avoid them.

Apr. 3
Creating an Annotated Bibliography
In this workshop, we will discuss the formatting options and components of annotated bibliographies, which are essential documents in many areas of scholarly research.
Apr. 10
Creating Successful Oral Presentations

This workshop will cover how to propose a conference presentation, media to use in any oral presentation, and ways in which to blend visual and written text strategically.  We will also discuss how to practice presentations ahead of time and to prepare and field questions at the end of a presentation.
Apr. 17
Tried-and-True Strategies for Written and Oral Exams

In this workshop, we will cover strategies for preparing, practicing, and taking written and oral comprehensive exams.  We will also review the standard components of each type of exam and share techniques for coping with exam anxiety.
Apr. 24
Writing Curricula Vitae and Cover Letters (bring drafts of CV and/or CL if you have them)
As you head out on the job market, you will need to prepare one or more curricula vitae and cover letters that present you in your professional academic capacity.  In this workshop, we will review the purposes, elements, and organizational options of both documents.
For further information, contact Dr. Donna Rabuck, Director, Writing Skills improvement Program, 621-5849, or visit our website at http://wsip.arizona.edu
