SAS (Student Affairs Studies) 100AX
Math Success Strategies (1 Unit)



Instructor:
Email:                                                           Telephone:                                              
Office Hours:                                                Office Hours:


Required Materials: Internet access and online ALEKS account

Course Description: This course develops study skills that are useful for success in the math courses.  This course is a required companion course to Math100AX.  At the completion of this course students will have the skills necessary to become successful and independent math learners. 

Each student will move through Math 100 AX and ALEKS at their own rate. To reflect that, some students may test into Math 100 B (the next course after Math 100 AX) at the 7th week of the semester.  These students will also have the option of completing their course work for SAS 100 AX at this time.  Students who are still enrolled in Math 100 AX after the 7th week will also continue to attend their SAS 100 AX classes as well.


Work in the course consists of attending class meetings, completing practice problems in class, developing a multi-part educational plan for math success, taking in-class quizzes, writing assignments, solving problems, and using other available math resources.  

Content for this course includes the following topics:  anxiety and attitude, strategies for the classroom, out-of class study strategies, test taking, and problem solving strategies. 


Course Objectives:

· To help students apply strategies for achieving success in math including test taking and problem solving skills.
· To help students understand and prepare for the math courses required in their selected degree.  
· To develop an educational plan for math success.
· To help students use multiple resources for math success.
· To help strengthen students math vocabulary and fluency.
· To help students develop and refine arithmetic/algebra skills.

Format:  
This is an in-person course that meets at the scheduled class time in two fifty minute weekly sessions.  Class sessions include mini-lectures and class discussions as well as group and individual problem solving. Students will use common math vocabulary, and work with instructors and tutors to improve math fluency.  Students should budget 1-2 hours each week to complete out-of-class assignments.

Math Educational Plan:
Students will write three papers about their academic goals and progress in math.  Each paper should be 250-500 words in length.  Together these three papers will be your personal educational plan in math and will illustrate your progress over the course of the semester.  Due dates and details on these papers will be announced in class and on D2L. 

Practice Problems: 
Practice problems will be completed individually and in groups during scheduled class time. Practice problems will be assigned approximately every week.  Points for practice problems can only be earned during your scheduled class time.  The lowest two scores on practice problems will be omitted from the grade calculation. 


Writing Prompts:
Students will be required to respond to writing prompts that are connected to the concepts being covered in class. The lowest score on writing prompts will be omitted from the grade calculation.

Quizzes:
Students will be required to complete two in-class paper and pencil closed book quizzes near the midpoint and end of the semester.  Quizzes will be given during the week of Sept 23-29 (Quiz 1) and Nov 18-24 (Quiz 2). 

Grading:
Course grades will be determined according to the following model:
		Educational Plans		                         		40%	
Practice Problems						30%
		Quizzes (2)						            15%
		Writing Prompts						15%

The following grading scale will be used, and is guaranteed not to be raised:
		Superior (S)		85%-100%
		Passing (P)		70%-84%		
		Failure (F)		Below 70%

A grade of Incomplete will be given only at the instructor’s discretion, according to University Policy as described at 
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/gradepolicy/incomplete.htm

Option for students who enroll in Math 100B before October 12th:
Depending on performance in Math 100 AX, some students may enroll in Math 100B before the end of the semester.  Students who are enrolled in Math 100B by October 12th may opt to complete SAS 100 AX with a Passing Grade (P) if all the following requirements are met. 
1) All submitted work (including items 5 and 6) must be at Pass level (70% or above)
2) Current grade in class must total at least 85% of possible points (includes items 5 and 6)
3) Educational plan 1 submitted
4) 75% or higher on Quiz 1
5) Educational Plan 3 submitted before October 19th, 500 pm.
6) “Option to complete early” writing prompt submitted before October 19th, 5 pm.



Calculator Policy: 
Students may use calculators on homework and in class. Students who plan on enrolling in College Algebra are encouraged to use a TI-83.  

Tentative Course Schedule & Topics

Week One: Math Self Evaluation and Attitude
Week Two: How to Approach a Math Course: Note taking and practice problems    
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week Three: How to use a Textbook, and Homework.
Week Four: What to do before a Test,
                   Content Review and Organizing Information
Week Five: What to do During a Test
Week Six: Quiz 1
Week Seven: How to Use a Test after you get it back

Week Eight: Using a calculator. Students are encouraged to bring a graphing calculator to class.
Week Nine: Rule of Four. Students are encouraged to bring a graphing calculator to class.
Week Ten: Using Notation
Week Eleven: Making Problems Solvable 
Week Twelve: Using Diagrams and Pictures
Week Thirteen: Word Problem Strategies
Week Fourteen: Quiz 2
Week Fifteen: Student Directed Problem Solving
Week Sixteen: Student Directed Problem Solving

Attendance and Participation:
Regular attendance and participation is expected from every student.  All holidays or special events observed by the organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with that particular religion. Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean’s designee) will be honored. If daily objectives will not be met for one of these reasons, the student must notify their section leader or instructor at least two days in advance of the absence to arrange for appropriate accommodations.

Online and In-Person Conduct: 
Students at the University of Arizona are expected to conform to the standards of conduct established in the student code of conduct. An online environment is no exception. Prohibited conduct includes:
1. All forms of student academic dishonesty, including cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.
1. Endangering, or threatening any member of the University community or to oneself or causing apprehension of such harm.
1. Engaging in harassment or unlawful discriminatory activities on the basis of age, ethnicity, gender, handicapping condition, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status, or violating University rules governing harassment or discrimination
1. Displaying inappropriate pictures and websites. Please close all websites, including Facebook, MySpace and YouTube.  Any inappropriate material that may pop up must be reported as harassment.
Students found in violation of the Code are subject to disciplinary action.

Academic Integrity: 
Students are responsible to inform themselves of University policies regarding the Code of Academic Integrity.  Students found to be in violation of the Code are subject to penalties ranging from a loss of credit for work involved to a grade of E in the course, and risk possible suspension or probation.  The Code of Academic Integrity will be enforced in all areas of the course, including, but not limited to, tests and online assignments.  Any academic integrity infractions could result in failing the course. For more information about the Code of Academic Integrity policies and procedures, including information about your rights and responsibilities as a student, see http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/codeofacademicintegrity.

Students with Disabilities: 
If you anticipate barriers related to the format or requirements of this course, please meet with me so that we can discuss ways to ensure your full participation in the course. If you determine that disability-related accommodations are necessary, please register with Disability Resources (621-3268; drc.arizona.edu) and notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations. We can then plan how best to coordinate your accommodations.

