HNRS 311 SPRING 2012

Thursdays, 9:30-12 TOB 106

laynie@email.arizona.edu
office hours: Thursdays 12-1 and by appointment

INVESTIGATIVE  POETICS:

In this class you will be asked to suspend conventional notions of how to engage in reading and writing poetry. We will approach our time together with an emphasis on process and experimentation as in a collective writing laboratory. Together we will approach literary texts as a means to discover various perspectives and modes of writing. We will discuss each other’s work based upon a process of inquiry that is exploratory and generative as well as critical.  Students will also be asked to imagine and execute a final project of their invention with the intent to build poetic community.  Collaboration and involvement in literary activities outside the classroom will be strongly encouraged.

Course Requirements:

-Regular attendance and participation is essential in this course.

-Complete all reading (including that of your classmates as well as assigned texts) and be prepared to discuss in class.  Come to class with questions and observations about these texts.

-Write 8 new poems (due roughly every other week, as indicated on the schedule). At least 4 of these 8 poems must be composed based on suggested list of experiments.  

-Journal  entries: for all in-class writing activities, outside class poetry events, and responses to each assigned text. Please bring your journal to every class.  Journals will be checked periodically and turned in with final portfolio.

-Submit “World Works” proposal for final project on time as indicated on the schedule.

-Attendance at a minimum of one literary event.

-Oral presentation on one assigned text.

-Final portfolio includes:


-Final Portfolio due on last day of class containing:



8 poems + revised versions of 5 poems



Journals (selected & revised- instructions forthcoming)



Self-assessment statement (instructions forthcoming)



Choose one of the following: “World Works”



—Start a reading series, salon, blog, press, journal, poetry action, 



public 
poetry 
installation, etc. 


 

—Performance of poetics:  make a film / poem, or create a staged 



poetry 
play from your poems or the poetry of a classmate or 



writer we have investigated this semester.  Consider collaboration 



with others in the course and outside (visual artists, dancers, 



scientists etc).




—Write a review of a new book of poems and submit for 




publication.




—Commit to volunteer a minimum of 10 hours with a local arts 



organization and document the process.




—Propose something else.




(More information on World Works forthcoming)

Also Strongly Encouraged:

more information forthcoming:

Attend as many poetry readings as possible 

Volunteer at the Poetry Center and for other local literary organizations

Guided independent further reading

Blog entries submitted for Wordplay, the Poetry Center blog


(any reading reports and “Worldworks” projects write-ups will be considered)

Required Reading:

Inger Christensen, The Alphabet 

Lyn Hejinian, My Life 

Aaron Kunin, The Sore Throat and Other Poems 

Lisa Roberson, R’s Boat 

Bhanu Kapil, The Vertical Interrogation of Strangers
Claudia Rankine, Don’t Let Me Be Lonely 

Sawako Nakayasu, Texture Notes 

Roberto Bolano, Antwerp
On Journals :

All journal entries must be dated, appropriately labeled and typed (final version handed in only).

1. In class writing activities will not be collected, but may be used for further class activities, so you’ll need your journal at each class meeting.

2.  Responses to assigned books (8) must be typed, revised, and handed in with the final portfolio. These responses may be in any form and may include: notes, poetry or creative prose inspired by the text, essays, letters to the author, drawings with text, questions, etc., but must demonstrate your reflection and inquiry as to the nature of the text.  Responses should be 1-2 pages.

3.  Response to attendance at a literary event.

4.  Additional journal entries may be required as part of your World Works project. 

Schedule (subject to change):
Week 1 Jan 12, Course Overview, Sign-ups for presentations of work.

Week 2 Jan 19,  Poetic Response Menu. Poem #1 due.
Week 3 Jan 29, Christensen:  Procedural Work
Week 4 Feb 2, Hejinian: Invention of Form and Autobiography.  Poem #2 due
Week 5, Feb 9, Kunin: Procedural Work
Week 6 Feb 16, Robertson: Collective “I.”  Poem #3 due
.

Week 7, Feb 23, Kapil: Investigative Assemblage. Proposals due for final World Work projects. Poem #4 due.
Week 8 March 1, CLASS CANCELLED (AWP CONFERENCE)

Week 9, March 15, SPRING BREAK, NO CLASSES

Week 10, March 22, Rankine: Politics, Equity, the New Lyric & New Media.. World Works Proposals due. Poem #5 due
Week 11, March 29, Nakayasu: Perspective, Prose Poetry and New Catalogue. Poem #6 due.
Week 12, April 5, Bolano:  the poet’s novel. Poem #7 due
Week 13, April 12, Poem #8 due.
Week 14, April, 19, Portfolio Review
Week 15, April 26, Class Reading / Performance / Installation of Poetry Projects / Portfolios due

COURSE POLICIES:

COURSE PHILOSOPHY

The goals for this course are: to explore your aesthetic affinities through a series of diverse readings, to try your hand at a series of writing experiments and to think about ways in which writers engage within community.  If everything works optimally you will find new inspiration for your creative endeavors, come away with a great sense of camaraderie and collaboration with your classmates, and gain a sense of how new community based literary endeavors can begin with you.

Students who turn up regularly and on time, ask questions, are attentive, open-minded, supportive of their classmates, thorough in their efforts on written work (including revisions), and willing to speak up consistently and thoughtfully will do excellently in this class.  Your dedicated participation, rigorous self-inquiry and listening skills in our class laboratory are essential. 

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  In the event that you must miss a class please inform the instructor in advance and arrange to turn any work due on time to avoid penalties.  After a second absence you will be administratively dropped with a grade of E or failing grade.  You are responsible for checking drop dates for the semester.  Lateness to class carries similar penalties.  Show your respect for your classmates and protect your grade by attending class regularly and promptly.

GRADING

Students will be evaluated accordingly:

Attendance & Participation (includes oral presentations and comments on other students’ presentations) 50% of grade

Final Portfolio (contains all written work and documentation of World Work Project) 50% of grade 

Late work will not be accepted without documented excuse.  Any late work accepted will be marked down one letter grade for each day late.

